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PREFACE- 


X  HE  author  of  the  follov/ing  pages  has  often,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  practice,  had  occafion  to  wifh,  that 
he  could  put  into  the  hands  of  patients,  fome  fhort, 
.plain,  and  intelhgible  account  of  the  nature  of  vene- 
real complaints.  Ignorance  is  ever  intradlable.  Thpfe 
who  are  leail  acquainted  with  their  real  fituation,  are 
always  moft  ready  to  find  fault  with  their  medical  treat- 
ment. In  no  department  of  the  pra£lice  of  phyfic,  is 
this  more  to  be  complained  of,  than  in  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe. 

Milled  by  the  flight  appearance  of  that  malady  at 
hs  commencement,  and  deceived  by  the  falfe  preten- 
fions  of  quackery,  held  out  at  the  corner  of  every 
ftreet,  promifmg  fafe,  fecret,  and  expeditious  cures  -, 
when  patients  are  ferioufly  informed,  that  a  courfe  of 
medicine  continued  for  three  or  four  week?,  is  re- 
quired to  remove  an  apparently  infignificant  puftule, 
or  an  incipient  running,  they  are  apt  to  conceive  them- 
felves  impofed  upon,  with  a  view  to  augment  the 
emoluments  of  the  pradlitioner. 

Were  people  better  acquainted  with  the  real  nature  - 
«f  their  fituation,  when  under  the   influence  of  the 
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fyphllitic  contagion,  fuch  uncandld  fufpiclons  would 
ceafe  to  exift.  To  involve  the  medical  art  in  myilery, 
can  be  defirable  to  fuch  only  as  are  ignorant  of  their 
profeffion.  The  intelligent  praditioner  receives  moft 
fatisfadion  from  attending  patients,  v^^hofe  fenfe,  and 
information,  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
their  treatment.  With  a  vievi^  to  impart  this  neceflary 
knowledge ;  to  qualify  thofe,  who  have  unfortunately 
contracted  this  difeafe,  to  diftinguifh  whether  they  are 
treated  in  an  honefl:  and  fkilful  manner,  or  the  contrary; 
"arid  efpecially  to  ferve  as  a  guide,  or  manual,  for  the 
-author's  own  patients,  which  may  not  only  fuperfede 
the  perpetual  repetition  of  verbal  direClions,  but  con- 
tribute alfo  to  expedite  the  period  of  a  cure  3  thefe  pages 
are  now  printed. 

No  particular  forms  of  medicine  are  mentioned,  be- 
caufe  none  are  fuitable  to  conftitutions  in  general :  nor 
is  it  the  author's  intention  to  encourage  people  to  at- 
tempt curing  themfelves ;  but  rather  to  enable  them 
to  co-operate  properly  with  the  views  of  their  profef- 
fional  guide.  A  man's  over-anxiety  about  his  own 
welfare  v/arps  the  judgment,  hov/ever  well  he  may  be 
informed.    In  ficknefs,  it  is  true  v/ifdom,  «  to  trust 
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INTRODUCTION. 

X  HE  venereal  difeafe,  Syphilis,  or  Pox,  is  a  com- 
plaint always  originating  from  infedion*.  Moft 
commonly  from  venereal  intercourfe  with  a  perfon 
already  difeafed.  Various  opinions  have  prevailed  re- 
fpedting  its  origin.  It  is  moft  generally  fuppofed  to 
have  been  brought  to  Europe  by  the  difcoverers  of 
America.  To  me  this  point  has  always  appeared 
doubtful  i  becaufe  it  has  never  been  clearly  proved 
that  the  firft  adventurers  noticed  any  fuch  complaint. 
And  it  is  not  probable,  that  had  it  exifted,  a  difeafe 
pofTeffing  fuch  peculiar  and  terrific  features,  would  have 
efcaped  their  attention.  Ferdinand  wrote  the  Hiftory 
of  his  father,  Chriftopher  Columbus,  compiled  from 

*  This  pofitlon  is  confirmed  by  the  various  appellations  the 
contagion  has  received.  Syphilis,  which  was  firft  applied  to  it 
by  Fracaftorius  in  his  elegant  poem  with  that  title,  he  formed 
from  crvvy  cum,  and  iprAEu;,  amOf  although  with  poetical  licence 
by  him  perfonified.  Pox,  is  from />£g*«r^,  which  in  the  Bas- 
Breton  fignified  to  kifs,  or  have  carnal  conne6lion  with.  The 
Bas-Breton,  which  is  adiale£l  of  the  ancient  Celtic,  was  at  one 
period  the  common  language  of  the  continent,  as  the  lingua 
France  is  at  prefent  of  the  fliores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
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his  own  papers.  He  notices  the  various  difeafes  that 
affli£lcd  the  crew  in  general,  as  well  as  their  leader  in 
particular,  till  the  year  1496,  but  mentions  no  fuch 
complaint  as  the  venereal.  It  is  known,  indeed,  that 
fome  of  the  crew  of  Columbus  were  infefted  after  his 
return  from  his  fecond  voyage.  But  at  that  period, 
the  difeafe  was  fpreading  with  alarming  rapidity  over 
Europe ;  and  what  defcription  of  men  were  more  likely 
to  be  infected  with  a  complaint,  communicated  as  the 
venereal  difeafe  commonly  is,  than  failors  immediately 
on  their  return  from  a  long  voyage  ? 

To  me  it  has  always  appeared  more  probable,  that 
fyphilis  originated  among  the  Moors,  while  they  re- 
mained in  Africa,  after  their  expulflon  from  Spain. 
The  extreme  mifery  of  their  fituation,  and  its  natural 
confequences,  filth,  and  total  difregard  of  moral  re- 
0raint,  added  to  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate, 
might  jointly  produce  this  poifon.  For  moft  of  our 
contagious  difeafes  we  are  indebted  to  Africa.  The 
fmall-pox,  and  meailes  are  well  known  to  have  been 
derived  from  that  country.  Some  peculiar  combina- 
tion of  circumftances  muft  have  given  rife  to  each  of 
them  J  for  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  that  they  did  always 
exift.  And  on  the  fame  grounds  we  may  conceive, 
that  fome  other  peculiar  combination  of  events  might 
produce  the  venereal  contagion. 

This  opinion  is  farther  fupported  by  the  general  ana- 
logy that  exifts  between  this  and  other  contagious 
complaints.  The  moft  material  diftin6tion  is,  the  flow 
adion  of  the  fyphilitic  poifon  compared  with  that  of 


3 

the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  or  plague^  Thefe  differeHt 
contagions  have  this  peculiarity  in  common,  no  animal 
is  fufceptible  of  them  but  man.  Brutes  are  indeed 
liable  to  epidemic  difeafes ;  but  they  are  innoxious  to 
us,  as  ours  are  to  them.  I  believe  there  is  no  well 
authenticated  inftance  of  any  other  animal  but  man 
being  affedted  with  the  fmall-pox,  the  meafles,  or  the 
venereal  difeafe.  Various  circumflances  farther  illuftra- 
ttve  of  the  fimilarity  of  adion  of  the  variolous  and 
fyphilitic  poifons,  will  occur  in  the  more  detailed  de- 
fcription  of  the  fyraptoms  of  this  complaint. 

Without  prefuming  to  decide  a  controverfy,  in  the 
iaveftigation  of  which  more  pains  have  been  bellow- 
ed, than  are  warranted  by  its  importance,  I  fhall  only 
add,  that  the  period  about  which  the  early  writers  un- 
animoufly  agree  that  the  venereal  difeafe  appeared 
with  decided  fymptoms  as  a  new  complaint,  the  year 
1494,  In  the  army  of  Charles  VIII.  of  France,  then 
befreging  Naples,  fufficiently  coincides  with  the  ori- 
gin I  have  afligned  to  it.  The  Moors  were  expelled 
from  Spain,  by  Ferdinand,  King  of  Caftile,  in  the 
Summer  of  the  year  1492,  to  the  auiount  of  thirty 
thoufand  families.  Multitudes  perifhed  from  famine,; 
and  many  difperfed  themfelves  over  Europe  in  fearch 
of  a  livelihood.  Of  thofe,  fome,  doubtlefs,  as  foldiers 
of  fortune  would  join  the  army  then  colle6ling  to  un- 
dertake the  celebrated  fiege  of  Naples.  By  thefe 
means,  the  infeflion  might  be  introduced  among  that 
heterogeneous  affemblage  of  men.  The  individuals  of 
the  various  nations  of  whom  it  was  compofed,  mu« 
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tually  accufing  each  other  of  being  its  authors.  The 
Spaniards  terming  it  the  French  difeafe,  and  the  French 
the  Neapolitan.  None  of  them  attributing  it  to  the 
few,  probably  obfcure  individuals,  from  whom  it  reaU 
ly  originated*. 

This  new  and  dreadful  contagion  rapidly  fpread  its 
ravages  over  Europe  j  rearing  its  ghaftly  head,  with- 
out difcrimination,  in  the  halls  of  princes,  and  the  foli- 
tary  cell  of  the  mpnaftic,  and  was  generally  attributed 
to  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty,  awakened  by  fome  pe- 
culiar delinquency  of  mankind.  It  being  deemed  im- 
poilible  that  thofe  holy  men  could  acquire  this  com- 
plaint in  the  way  by  which  it  is  ufually  communicated. 

At  prefent,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  known  world  is 
free  from  it.  Our  nautical  difcoverers  having  carried 
the  fatal  gift  to  the  folitary  iflands  of  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and  thereby  poifoned  the  enjoyments,  and  deftroyed 
the  health  of  thofe  previoufly  happy  people.  Of  this 
difeafe  it  is  the  peculiar  chara6leriftic,  that  from  ap- 
parently the  moft  trifling  origin,  a  train  of  fymptoms 
arife,  gradually  becoming  more  deftructive,  and  which, 
if  not  checked  by  the  operation  of  medicine,  proceed 
with  accumulated  malignity  to  terminate  the  life  of 
the  unhappy  fufFerer,  While  it  is  to  be  lamented  that 
human  nature  is  liable  to  fuch  a  fcourge,  we  fhould 
not  forget  to  be  thankful  that  a  remedy  exifts,  which, 

*  This  notion  of  the  origin  of  the  venereal  difeafe  was  firfl: 
fuggefted  to  my  mind  by  perufing  the  excellent  work  of  Mr. 
Howard,  and  has  fmce  been  confirmed  by  farther  reading  and 
reflexion. 
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if  wifely  adminiftered,  hardly  ever  fails,  even  in  the 
worft  cafes,  to  check  its  progrefs,  and  to  reftore  health. 
Lofs  of  the  hair,  deftrudion  of  the  nofe,  or  of  the 
organs  of  fight,  caries  of  the  bones  of  the  fkull,  and 
other  hideous  fymptoms,  mentioned  as  common  oc- 
currences by  the  more  early  writers,  fetting  at  de- 
fiance the  povi^ers  of  remedies  then  known,  and  ren- 
dering the  difeafe  an  obje6l  of  juffc  terror  to  man- 
kind, are  now  rarely  feen  but  in  the  wards  of  an  hof- 
pital.  TheChinefe  indeed,  from  fome  ftrange  preju- 
dice againft  the  ufe  of  mercury,  are  faid  to  fend  the 
wretched  vlftims  of  this  complaint  to  perifli  in  a  lonely 
ifland,  under  the  accumulated  mifery  of  difeafe  and  fa- 
mine. 

This  change  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  diminu- 
tion of  malignity  in  the  complaint,  but  rather  to  the 
more  generally  difFufed  knowledge  of  its  remedy,  and 
particularly  to  earlier  application  for  relief.  Till  with- 
in a  few  years,  fome  notions  of  turpitude  were  con- 
nected with  this  complaint,  which  inade  it  be  conceal- 
ed as  long  as  concealment  was  poffible.  Happily  fuch 
prejudices  are  now  banifhed.  Perhaps  no  difeafe  exifts 
in  which  the  timely  aid  of  medicine  is  of  more  im- 
portance. A  fymptom  that  might  be  eradicated  in  a 
few  days,  if  thefe  days  are  permitted  to  elapfe,  re  hi- 
fe£la^  may  require  as  many  weeks  for  its  cure.  The 
maxim  of  Horace  fhould  always  be  kept  in  mind  by 
thofe  who  run  the  rifk  of  infeftion. 

Stuhorum  incurata  pudormalusukera  celai» 
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Being  convinced  that  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  all  its 
ftages,  is  confined  to  the  abforbing  veflels  and  their 
glands,  an  opinion,  the  proofs  of  which  I  fhall  not  at 
prefent  enter  upon.  The  better  to  enable  thofe  for  whofe 
perufal  the  following  pages  are  intended,  to  compre- 
hend them,  I  premife  the  following  fhort,  and  I  truft 
intelligible  fketch  of  that  part  of  the  animal  ceco- 
nomy, 

THE  ABSORBENT  VESSELS  arife  by  an  in-, 
finite  number  of  minute  and  invifible  branches  from 
every  part  of  the  external  furface  of  the  body,  and 
from  every  internal  cavity.  Thofe  originating  from 
the  ftomach  and  bov/els,  which,  from  the  milky  na- 
ture of  their  contents,  are  named  laSfeals^  fele6l  and 
convey  into  the  blood  fuch  parts  of  our  aliment  as  are 
lit  for  nourijQiment.  Thefe  again  arifing  from  all 
other  parts  of  the  body,  which,  from  their  pellucid  wa- 
tery appearance,  are  termed  lymphatics^  carry  alfo  into 
the  blood  fuch  fluid,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  folid  matter 
as  is  prefented  to  their  mouths. 

By  thefe  means  the  body  is  nouriflied,  and  all  its 
fluids  kept  perpetually  in  a  ftate  of  motion,  nor  do 
they  ever  ftagnate  but  in  confequence  of  difeafe.  At 
various  parts  of  their  courfe,  thefe  veiTels  pafs  through 
glands,  which  no  doubt  operate  important  changes  on 
their  contents.  When  any  deleterious  or  poifonpus 
matter  has  been  taken  up  by  the  abforbent  veiTels,  for 
they  do  not  polTefs  the  faculty  of  feledting  that  which 


is  injurious  from  that  which  is  ufeful,  as  foon  as  It 
reaches  a  gland,  fwelling  and  inflammation  take  place, 
ftopping,  for  a  time,  the  free  tranfit  of  the  contents 
of  the  veflels,  and  forming  an  effort  to  obftru6l  the 
farther  progrefs  of  the  infectious  matter.     Thus,  in 
children  afFeded  with  the  fcald  head,  the  glands  of  the 
neck  fwell ;  the  matter  of  the  fmall  or  of  the   great 
pox  inferted  into  any  part  of  the  arm,  produces  en- 
largement of  the  glands  in  the  axilla  or  arm-pit;  and  in 
like  manner  venereal  bubo,  moft  commonly  appearing 
in  the  groin,  is  caufed  by  the  fwelling  and  inSamma- 
tion  of  the  firft  fet  of  glands,  through  which  the  abt. 
forbent  veflels  of  the  part  where  the  infeCbion  is  gene- 
rally caught,  pafs.     During  a  certain  period,  the  dif- 
eafe  may  be  confidered  as  having  proceeded  no  farther 
than  this  firft  gland.  But  when  fuppuration  takes  place, 
a  quantity  of  matter  is  produced  fimilar  to  that  commu- 
cating  the  difeafe,  which  is  quickly  abforbed,  and  the 
whole  fyftem  becomes  afFe6led.  Bubo,  however,  is  not 
conftantly  a  fore-runner  of  general  fyftematic  affection. 
The    difeafed    maiter     occafionally    pafles    through 
the  gland  without  caufmg  inflammation,   as    in  the 
inoculated  fmall-pox,  in  which  fometimes  bubo  takss 
place  in  the  arm-pit ;  but  more  frequently  it  does  not. 
In  fome  cafes,  what  are  named  the  fecondary  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe  may  take  place  without  any  bubo 
having  ever  occurred.     It  is  neceflary  to  be  aware  of 
this    fa6t,    as    fuch   cafes   frequently  occafion  much 
doubt  and  anxiety  to  the  patient  as  well  as  the  prac- 
titioner. 
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Having  premifed  thefe  general  obfervatlons,  I  fhafl 
now  proceed  to  explain  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
and  point  out  the  condu6t  by  which  the  patient  may 
co-operate  with  the  practitioner,  and  by  attention  to 
which  he  may  fave  himfelf  much  trouble,  and  tend 
greatly  to  accelerate  the  period  of  a  fafe  cure. 


OF 


THE   SYPHILIS, 


OR 


VENEREAL    DISEASE. 


JL  H  E  venereal  contagion,  like  moft  if  not  all  mor- 
bid poifons,  afFeding  the  human  body,  is  communi- 
cable only  by  conta6l.  The  notions  that  once  prevailed 
of  the  poflibility  of  being  infe£led  by  drinking  out  of 
the  fame  cup,  or  breathing  the  fame  air,  with  a  perfon 
difeafed,  are  now  known  to  be  unfounded.  Indeed  it 
is  probably  feldom  contra£led  but  in  confequence  of 
fome  wound  or  abrafion  of  the  cuticle.  The  fkin 
may  be  fmeared  with  venereal,  or  variolous  matter ; 
but  infeflion  will  not  take  place,  except  there  is  fome 
flight  folution  of  its  continuity. 

When  venereal  matter  is  applied  to  any  part  of  the 
body  from  which  the  fcarf-fkin  has  been  removed,  or 
where  it  is  peculiarly  thin,  as  the  glans  penis,  or  the 
lip,  in  a  {hort  time  a  fmall  ulcer  is  formed.  Thence 
one  or  more  lymphatic  veflels  abforb  the  pus,  and  con- 
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vey  it  to  the  next  gland.     The  gland  frequently,  but 
not  always,  fwelis,  and  becomes  inflamed,  and  in  that 
flate  is  called  a  Bubo  j  v/hich  Teems  to  be  an  efFort  of 
nature  to  oppofe  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  morbid 
poifon.     The  matter  formed  in  confequence  of  this 
inflammation,  is  found  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  with 
that  which  originally  produced  the  difeafe,  and  being 
taken  up  by  the  next  feries  of  abforbiiig  veflels,  conveys 
the  poifjn  into  the  fyftem  in  general.     The  confe- 
quences  of  which  are  deep-feated  pains,  moll  trouble- 
fome  during  the  night,  ulcerations  of  the  throat,  flow 
fever,  and   eruption  of  copper-coloured  fpots  on  the 
face  and  breafl-,  by  which  the  pains  are  fomewhat  alle- 
viated,   but  not  removed.       The  ulceration  of   the 
throat  gradually  fpreads  to  the  membranes  lining  the 
cavity  of  the  nofe.     The  thin  bones  which  fupport 
thefe  membranes,  and  often  the  palate  of  the  mouthy 
are  afl:'ected  and  in  time  deflToyed,  and  the  nofe,  lofmg 
its  fupport,  fmks.    The  eruptions  on  the  fkin  ulcerate^ 
and  the  ulcers  become  very  deep,  quickly  reaching  the 
bone.  The  larger  bones  of  the  thighs,  legs,  and  arms, 
become  afFe6led  with  fwellings  termed  Nodes,  and  the 
thinner  bones,  as  thofe  of  the  fkull,  are  eroded  by  fmall 
ulcers,  frequently  penetrating  their  whok  fubftance. 
Worn  out  by  the  irritation  of  thefe  and  other  fymp- 
toms,    not   necefl^ary  to   enumerate  at   prefent,     the 
wretched  vi^iiU'  of  diieafe  refigns  a  life  which  has  long 
ceafed  to  be  defirable. 

This  general  view  of  the  eiFe£ls  of  venereal  conta- 
gion will,  I  truftj  convince  every  reader   of  the  ne- 


II 

ceiTity  of  endeavouring,  as  early  as  poflible,  to  remove, 
by  the  afliftance  vi^hich  art  afFords,  a  diieaie  whofe  mor- 
tal career  nature  makes  no  eiFedlual  effort  to  withftand; 
I  ihall  now  proceed  to  a  more  detailed  account  of 
particular  fymptoms. 


OF  CHANCRE, 

OUPPOSING  the  venereal  dlfeafe  to  be  contra£led, 
as  it  generally  is,  by  coition,  the  firft  fymptom  is 
a  fmall  pimple  filled  with  a  watery  fluid  on  Tome 
part  of  the  glans  penis,  or  prepuce,  Thofe  perfons 
who  are  liable,  on  eredtion,  to  flight  fiira res  of  the 
fore-fkin,  by  no  means  an  uncommon  cafe,  are  pecu- 
liarly fubjedi:  to  contract  this  complaint.  It  is  hardly 
poflible  indeed  for  fuch  to  be  conne(3:ed  with  a  dif- 
eafed  woman  and  efcape.  Thefe  filTures  ufually  arife 
from  an  unnatural  tightnefs  of  the  part,  and  may  be  re- 
lieved by  a  flight  operation.  The  pimple  itches,  and 
when  fcratched,  a  fmall  portion  of  tenacious  fatty 
matter  is  found  adhering  to  the  bottom  of  the  fore, 
which  it  is  very  diificult  to  remove ;  and  if  forcibly 
rubbed  off  it  foon  re-appears.  The  circumference  of 
this  little  fore  is  red,  and  its  edges  generally  projetSl  a 
little  above  the  furface  of  the  neighbouring  parts. 
This  fymptom  has  been  termed  a  Chancre. 

There  is  alio  another  fpecies  of  chancre  which  is 
fuperficiai,  fpreads   rapidly,  difcharges  a  conflderable 
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quantity  of  thin  matter,  and  is  often  very  painful. 
The  variety  of  appearances  w^hich  this  fymptom  occa- 
fionally  afTumes,  depend  more  on  the  conftitution  of  the 
perfon  afFeded  than  on  any  difference  in  the  matter 
communicating  the  complaint.  I  have  indeed  feen  in 
the  fame  perfon  both  thefe  fpecies  of  chancre,  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  which,  probably  arofe  from  fome  pecu- 
liarity in  the  ftate  of  his  health  at  the  time  of  being 
infected. 

It  is  of  much  importance  to  attend  to  this  appear- 
ance at  an  early  period  ;  becaufe,  within  a  certain 
time  after  an  infe6lion,  it  is  poiTible,  by  means  of  local 
remedies  alone,  to  remove  a  fymptom,  which  is  the 
fource  of  all  the  evils  accompanying  the  further  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe.  The  propriety  of  trailing  to  thefe 
local  remedies  has  been  queftioned  by  fome  of  the  moft 
judicious  writers  on  this  fubje6l.  In  my  own  pradlice 
1  have  fo  often  fucceeded  in  preventing,  by  their  ufe, 
the  farther  progrefs  of  the  complaint,  as  well  as  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  taking  mercury,  that  I  have  no  hefitation 
in  recommending  the  attempt ;  if  it  fails,  the  patient 
can  have  recourfe  to  the  ufual  mode  of  cure  with  very 
little  lofs  of  time.  This  mode  of  eradicating  the  dif- 
eafe, at  an  early  period,  is  principally  applicable  to  the 
fmall  defined  fpecies  of  chancre.  A  young  gentleman, 
by  the  advice  of  a  friend,  waflied  a  fpreading  chancre 
on  the  glans,  with  a  folution  of  lunar  cauftic,  the 
confequence  of  which  was  a  violent  inflammation,  and 
difeafe,  that  rendered  a  fevere  furgical  operation,  and 
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a  confinement  of  feveral  months  requifite  to  eft*e£l  a 
cure. 

When  a  chancre  has  continued  for  fome  time,  it  is 
generally  accompanied  with  a  thickening  aad  contrac- 
tion of  the  prepuce.  If  in  this  ftate  the  prepuce  is 
forcibly  drawn  back  fo  as  to  denude  the  gians,  it  often 
becomes  impoffible  to  bring  it  forward  again.  The 
free  circulation  of  the  blood  being  thus  prevented,  the 
glans  fwells,  attended  with  much  pain,  which,  fometimes 
terminates  in  mortification.  This  fymptom  is  termed 
Paraphimosis  ;  and  when  there  is  any  tendency  to 
contraction  in  the  prepuce,  patients  ihould  be  careful 
not  to  retrav.51  it  unneceifarily,  left  it  fhould  be  thus 
induced. 

When  the  contra(5lion  of  the  prepuce  takes  place  fo 
as  to  render  it  impoflible  to  uncover  the  gians,  it  is 
term.ed  Phimosis  ;  while  this  continues,  it  is  very 
often  impoilible,  by  any  means,  to  cure  the  fores 
which  are  thus  concealed.  They  ihould  be  kept  clean 
by  throwing  up  tepid  water,  or  infufion  of  cammo- 
mile  flowers,  between  the  glans  and  prepuce  by  means 
of  a  fyringe.  Relief  is  likewife  often  obtained  by 
fupporting  the  penis  in  4  perpendicular  direiSlicn  againil 
the  belly  by  means  of  a  foft  handkerchief  palTed  round 
the  waift.  Care  muft  be  taken  that  the  penis  do  not 
rub  againft  the  breeches.  During  the  continuance  of 
this  fyimptom  exercife  ihould  be  as  much  as  poilible 
avoided. 

Patients  ought  to  be  aware  that  it  is  frequently  ne- 
ceffary  to  remove  this  contracted  ilate  of  the  prepuce 
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by  means  of  an  operation.  For  want  of  this  being 
done  in  due  time,  I  have  ken  the  lives  of  feveral  perfons 
nearly  faCriRced,  and  others  irrecoverably  lofe  the 
whole  glanSj  or  continue  during  life  to  difcharge  the 
urine  through  half  a  dozen  different  apertures  in  the 
urethra.  On  laying  open  a  contra£led  prepuce  the 
glans  is  fometimes  found  befet  with  numberlefs  excref- 
cences  of  various  lengths,  which  have  been  compared, 
not  unaptly,  to  the  briftles  of  a  hedge-hog,  Thefe 
appear  to  be  the  nervous  papillae  of  the  glans  expofed 
by  the  erofion  of  their  natural  covering.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  operation,  which  is  very  often  too  long 
delayed,  I  have  ieen  a  deep  fore  heal  in  the  courfe  of 
a  week,  which  had  in  vain  been  attempted  to  be  cured 
by  a  courfe  of  mercury  feduloully  perfevered  in  for  fe- 
veral months. 

From  a  wifb  to  avoid  giving  pain,  it  is  a  meafure 
that  I  have  often  known  too  long  delayed,  but  never 
yet  faw  it  had  recourfe  to  at  a  period  too  early.  Thofe 
who  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  it  may  derive  fome  con- 
folation  from  knowing,  that  it  renders  them  lefs  liable 
in  future  to  contra6l  the  difcafe. 

The  only  application  necelTary  to  chancres,  is 
daily  ablution  with  tepid  water ;  a  little  lint  may  be 
applied  to  abforb  the  matter,  and  if  they  are  very 
painful,  this  lint  may  be  dipped  in  fweet  oil.  In  ge- 
neral, all  other  local  applications  are  injurious.  The 
cure  fhould  be  effe6ted  by  the  operation  of  mercury 
on  the  conftitution  in  general.  The  time  required- 
from  three  weeks  to   a  month,  and  a  certain  degroc 
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of  falivary  afFef^Ion  of  the  mouth  Is  always  necefiary. 
When  a  chancre  is  properly  cured,  the  place  where  it 
was  fituated  fhould  be  perfectly  fnooth  and  level  with 
the  furrounding  fkin.  If  any  excavation  or  excre- 
fcence  remains,  it  is  to  be  fufpedted  that  the  difeafe 
has  not  been  completely  eradicated,  and  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  fear  that  it  may  break  out  again  at  fome  fnture 
period. 


OF  BUBO. 

jTIl  bubo  is  a  painful  inflammation  and  fwelling  of  a 
lymphatic  gland.  It  is  generally  caufed  by  the  irritation 
of  the  morbid  poifon  abforbed  from  a  venereal  fore.  The 
lirft  clufter  of  glands  with  v/hich  the  lymphatic  veflels 
of  thofe  parts  where  the  venereal  difeafe  is  commonly 
received,  communicate,  being  fltuated  in  the  groin,  bu- 
boes are  generally  form.ed  in  that  part  of  the  body. 
A  hard  cord-like  fubftance  is  often  felt  under  the  fkin, 
running  in  a  direction  between  the  place  of  a  chancre 
and  a  bubo,  which  is  a  lymphatic  veflel  fwelled  and  in- 
flamed by  the  palTage  of  the  contagious  matter.  The 
inflammation  of  the  gland  feems  to  be  a  temporary 
effort  of  the  conflitution,  to  refift  the  farther  progrefs 
of  the  poifon.  As  the  whole  of  the  lymphatic  veiTels 
arifing  from  the  parts  of  generation  do  not  conflantly 
pafs  through  the  glands  of  the  groin,  the  conftitution 
may  be  affeded  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  without  the 
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intervention  of  a  bubo.  In  that  cafe,  the  lynfiptortis 
immediately  fucceeding  a  chancre,  will  be  fore  throat, 
cutaneous  eruptions,  and  pains  of  the  bones. 

A  bubo  is  frequently  produced  by  the  application  of 
fome  irritating  matter  to  a  chancre,  which  feems  to 
roufe  tlie  torpid  abforbents  into  a6tion;  fuch  applica^ 
tlons  are  ufually  made  w^ith  a  view  to  accelerate  the 
healing  of  a  chancre  j  but  in  order  to  avoid  the  pain 
and  trouble  of  a  bubo,  it  is  better  to  wait  patiently  the 
healing  of  the  original  fore  by  the  general  action  of 
the  remedy. 

Bubo  being  commonly  feated  in  a  part  v/hich  is  con- 
fiderably  affedled  by  motion,  the  pain  attending  it  is 
-increafed  by  exercife ;  reft,  therefore,  fhouid  be  in- 
dulged as  far  as  pofTible.  The  application  of  a  mild 
poultice,  moderately  warm,  tends  to  diminifh  pain.  It 
fhouid  be  renewed  twice  a  day*.  It  may  be  retained 
in  its  place  by  a  bandage  put  round  the  waift,  and 
another  brought  between  the  thighs,  or  ftill  better  by 
the  common  cotton  fufpenfary  bandage,  fold  by  all 
trufs-makers. 

Whether  it  be  the  befl:  pra61:ice  to  difcufs  a  bubo,  . 
or  to  permit  it  to  fuppurate,  has  long  been  matter  of 
difpute.  It  would  be  proper  previoufly  to  determine, 
whether  art  is  pofTefTed  of  any  means  capable  of  effect- 
ing fuch  a  purpofe.  I  am  acquainted  with  rone,  ex- 
cept the  ufe  of  mercury;  fo  that  the  proper  ftatement 
of  the  queftion  is,  whether  it  be  right  to  adminiftep 

*  For  an  eafy  mode  of  making  it,  fee  Appendix. 
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the  fpeclfic,  on  the  iirft  appearance  of  this  fymptom, 
or  to  wait  till  fuppuration  takes  place.  With  refpedl 
to  this  point  there  can  be  no  doubt.  As  foon  as  a  fwel- 
Jing  in  the  groin  is  determined  to  be  venereal,  mer* 
cury  fhould  be  given.  Under  this  treatment,  if  it  gra- 
dually diminiihes  and  finally  difappears,  well  and  good  ; 
but  if  there  be  much  infiammation,  I  know  nothing 
that  will  prevent  the  formation  of  pus,  but  reft  and 
abftinence,  as  tending  to  diminifh  a£lion  in  the  fyftem 
at  large. 

When  fuppuration  does  take  place,  the  fore  is  ob- 
ferved  to  heal  moft  k;ndly  when  it  breaks  of  itfelf. 
But  if  the  bulk  or  pain  of  the  tumour  renders  it  trouble- 
fome,  it  may  eafily  be  opened  by  means  of  a  quickly  o- 
perating  cauftic,  or  the  fmali  puncture  of  a  lancet,  and 
the  matter  be  permitted  to  ooze  out  by  degrees.  A 
fmall  piece  of  lint,  with  a  little  fimple  ointment,  m.ay 
be  applied  to  the  orifice,  and  over  that  a  pledgit  of  tow 
to  abforb  the  matter.  For  my  own  part,  I  would  ra- 
ther fee  a  bubo  fuppurate  than  difperfe.  In  the  former 
cafe ,  the  fore  ufually  heals  in  a  few  daysj  and  when  it 
is  healed  the  patient  has  the  fatisfaftion  of  knowing 
that  he  is  thoroughly  well.  In  the  latter,  a  f^w  hard 
knots  will  often  obftinately  refift  the  a6lion  of  the  mer- 
cury, and  protra6i:  the  cure,  while  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine vv'hether  they  are  venereal  or  not.  And  there 
is  certainly  more  riik  of  the  difeafe  re -appearing  at  a 
future  period. 

Frequently  the  fore,  which  is  the  confequence  of 
fuppuration  taking  place  in  a  bubo,  does  not  heal  (q 
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kindly  5  but,  on  the  contrary,  enlarges  faft,  with  re- 
torted edges,  great  pain,  and  a  difcharge  of  thin  ichor- 
ous matter,  Thefe  malignant  appearances  generally 
take  place  in  that  peculiarity  of  conftitution  termed 
fcrophulous.  They  are  alfo  frequently  the  confequence 
of  pufhing  the  ufe  of  mercury  too  far.  And  it  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  be  able  to  determine  whether  they 
are  produced  by  the  difsafe,  or  by  the  remedy.  If  a  fore 
has  once  been  determined  to  be  venereal,  it  is  too 
common  to  fuppofe  that  it  muft  always  continue  fo,  and 
that  it  can  only  be  cured  by  urging  the  ufe  of  mercury. 
The  mofl  dreadful,  and  even  fatal,  confequences  fome- 
times  refult  from  a£ling  on  this  opinion.  I  once  faw  a 
young  man  with  five  large  open  fores  in  his  groins, 
which,  while  he  was  daily  ufmg  a  large  quantity  of  the 
ftrongefl:  preparation  of  mercury,  fpread  fo  faft  as  to 
threaten  the  deflirufiion  of  all  the  furrounding  parts, 
and  even  lofs  of  life.  By  leaving  ofF  mercury,  going 
to  the  country,  and  ufmg  a  milk  diet,  the  fores  heal- 
ed I  and  in  a  fev/  Vv^eeks  he  completely  recovered  his 
health  and  flrength.  As  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
convey  by  words  any  defcription  that  would  enable  a 
perfon  not  of  the  medica.l  profeffion  to  diflinguifh  a 
mercurial  from  a  venereal  fore,  I  ih-A\  not  attempt  it. 
My  intention  is  to  warn  the  uninformed  of  the  bad 
confequences  of  pufhing  a  mercurial  courfe  too  far,  of 
which  I  have  feen  many  lamentable  examples. 

Sometimes  after  a  bubo  is  compleatly  healed,  the 
fkin  does  not  recover  its  adherence  to  the  parts  under- 
neath, but  continues  loofe.    Although  this  is,  perhaps, 
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of  no  confequence,  yet  it  alarms  the  patient's  mind, 
I  have  repeatedly  produced  a  re-union  by  drawing  a 
few  threads  through  the  cavity.  I  have  alfo  feen  great 
quantities  of  lymph  difcharged  from  a  bubo  during  the 
whole  time  of  its  continuing  open,  which  feemed  to 
come  from  a  ruptured  cell  of  the  gland ;  but  when  the 
fore  completely  healed,  the  flux  ceafed. 

OF  SECONDARY  SYMPTOMS. 

X  HIS  appellation  is  commonly  given  to  thofe  fymp- 
toms  which  appear  in  confequence  of  the  whole  con- 
flitution  being  affe61:ed.  The  venereal  matter  is  fo  far 
■altered  by°paffing  through  the  firft  feries  of  glands,  that 
it  does  not  produce  irritation  in  the  next ;  neither  is 
the  matter  of  fecondary  fores  capable  of  communicat- 
ing infection. 

The  firft  fymptoms  of  the  conftitutional  form  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  many  other  conta- 
gious complaints,  are  fore  throat,  eruptions,  and  flight 
fever.  The  order  in  which  thefe  fymptoms  appear  is^ 
perhaps,  not  perfe6lly  determined ;  but  I  think  I  have 
oftener  feen  fore  throat  without  eruptions,  than  erup- 
tions without  fore  throat.  The  fever  is  of  the  he(5tic 
kind,  encreafmg  towards  evening ;  but  no  relief  is  ex- 
perienced on  the  appearance  of  the  eruptions.  The 
appetite  is  gradually  impaired,  a  peculiar  kind  of  iift- 
leiTnefs  is  felt,  and  the  countenance  acquires  a  ghaiUy 
appearance. 
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THE  VENEREAL  SORE  THROAT  is  attend- 
ed with  little  or  no  pain:  it  firft  attracts  attention  by 
a  flight  fenfation  of  pricking,  at  the  time  of  fwailow- 
ing  food.  On  examination,  an  ulceration  is  perceived 
on  one  or  both  fides  of  the  throat,  covered  with  a 
thick  white  matter,  YQ\'y  much  refembling  the  fat  of 
bacon :  the  palate  and  furrounding  parts  are  of  a  dufky 
red.  This  fpecies  of  fore  throat  may  eafily  be  diflin- 
guifhed  from  the  inflammatory,  by  the  comparative  ab- 
fence  of  pain ;  and  from  the  putrid,  by  the  flownefs  of 
its  progrefs,  and  the  difl:erence  of  appearance  on  ex- 
amination. But  there  is  a  kind  of  fore  throat  which 
feems  to  be  the  elFect  of  intemperance,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  habitual  ufe  of  ardent  fpirits  in  delicate 
conftitutions,  from  which  it  is  often  very  difficult  to 
difcriminate  the  venereal.  This  fpecies  of  fore  thro?.t 
may  with  propriety  be  termed  the  Apchous.  It  has  the 
fame  lardaceous  appearance  as  the  venereal,  but  not 
quite  fo  dark  a  colour  j  neither  are  the  ulcerations  fo 
deep,  although  often  more  extenfive  :  it  is  not  painful, 
and  is  accompanied  with  great  general  debility,  and 
a  peculiar  funk  caft  of  countenance.  From  confound- 
ing this  fpecies  of  fore  throat  with  the  venereal,  the  moft 
unfortunate  confequences  may  enfue,  as  no  two  com- 
plaints can  require  a  more  oppofite  mode  of  treatment. 
To  this  min^ake,  I  once  fa  .  an  infl  r.ce  of  life  being 
very  nearly  facrificid.  In  fore  throat,  no  prudent  prac- 
titioner ought  to  adminifter  mercurj ,  without  being 
completely  fatisfied  that  it  is  venerei.1 :  if  he  has  any 
doubts,  let  him  wait  with  patience  till  they  are  remo- 
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ved  bjf  the  appearance  of  other  unequivocal  fymptoms, 
and  not  trifle  with  the  welfare  of  his  patient 

Miflakes  of  a  contrary  nature  fometimes  alfo  take 
place.  I  was  once  called  to  vifit  a  lady,  who  had  been 
confined  to  her  bed  during  a  fortnight,  and  was  taking 
medicines  for  what  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  putrid  fore 
throat,  attended  with  petechiae,  and  conftant  fivere 
head-ache.  The  ulcer  in  the  throat,  as  well  as  the 
eruptions,  turned  out  to  be  venereal  j  the  pain  in  the 
head  was  the  confequence  of  a  node  on  the  frontal 
bone ;  all  of  which  were  completely  removed  in  due 
time,  by  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

In  this  fymptom,  I  in  general  difapprove  of  the  uCq 
of  mercurial  gargles.  They  do  no  good,  tend  to  in- 
duce falivation  before  the  fyftem  is  properly  faturated 
with  mercury ;  and,  when  that  ftate  occurs,  greatly 
encreafe  the  forenefs  of  the  mouth.  Barley  water,  in- 
fufion  of  figs,  or  of  fage,  are  fufficient  to  keep  the 
parts  clean,  which  is  all  that  is  required. 

VENEREAL  ERUPTIONS  are  ufuaUy  the  con- 
comitants of  ulceration  of  the  throat.  They  general- 
ly appear  firft  on  the  forehead,  or  the  breaft ;  but  I  have 
feen  them  very  early,  and  particularly  numerous,  on 
the  palms  of  the  hands.  Their  general  appearance  is 
that  of  fpots,  about  the  fize  of  fpangles,  of  a  copper 
colour,  not  at  all  raifed  above  the  level  of  the  fkin. 
In  a  (hort  time  their  furface  becomes  rough,  and  falls 
off  in  white  fcales,  leaving  a  flight  pit.  This  procefs 
is  repeated  till  at  length  the  pit  deepens  into  an  ulcer, 
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difcharging  a  thin  fanious  matter ;  and  at  other  times 
throws  out  a  rugged  warty  excrefcence.  With  thefe 
eruptions  the  fkin  is  often  fo  completely  covered^  as  to 
refemble  a  piece  of  dirty  copper. 

Venereal  eruptions  are  liable  to  be  confounded  with 
various  leprous^  and  what  are  termed  fcorbutic  defe- 
dations  of  the  fkin ;  from  which  they  are  only  to  be 
difiinguiihed  by  a  confideration  of  other  concomitant 
circumftances.  One  peculiar  fpecies  of  cutaneous  e- 
ruption,  which  I  have  often  traced  to  the  intemperate 
ufe  of  diftilled  fpirits,  is  frequently  liabk  to  be  miftaken 
for  venereal.  It  requires,  hov/ever,  a  very  different 
mode  of  treatement,  and  never  fails  to  be  exafperated 
by  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

NODES,  which  are  tumors,  fituated  in  the  center 
and  hardefr  parts  of  the  bones,  foon  follow  the  appear- 
ance of  eruptions.  Their  fituation  may  be  accounted 
for,  according  to  the  general  principle  already  mention- 
ed, by  fuppolmg  that  the  few  and  (lender  abforbents,a- 
riflng  from  thefe  folid  parts,  fooneft  ceafe  to  perform 
their  functions,  vi^hile  the  exhaling  arteries,  unaffected 
by  the  poifon,  continue  to  fupply  the  boney  matter, 
which  muft  neceflarily  accumulate  and  form  a  hard  tu- 
mor, Thsy  are  diftinguiilied  from  other  fwellings  by 
their  fituation,  their  extreme  hardnefs;  and  by  the  hot 
pain  attending  them  becoming  more  intenfe  during  the 
night.  This  pain  is  mitigated  by  cold,  and  I  have  of- 
ten known  fleep  induced  by  wrapping  a  towel,  previ- 
oufly  immerfed  in  cold  water,  round  the  affe6ted  limb. 
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VENEREAL  ULCERS,  arife  fometimes  from  the 
Inflammation  and  fuppiiration  of  a  node,  of  which  a 
difeafed  bone,  and  long  protracted  lore  are  often  the 
confequences.  At  other  times,  they  take  place  on  the 
fite  of  a  blotch,  which  ulcerates  and  gradually  deepens 
till  it  reaches  the  bone.  Ulcers  of  this  kind  are  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  their  giving  but  little  pain.  I  have  feen 
a  great  many  on  the  body  of  one  patient;  into  every 
one  of  which,  a  probe  might  be  pafled  to  the  bone,  of 
which  he  was  hardly  fenfible. 

When  an  ulceration  of  this  kind  takes  place  on  the 
forehead,  and  afFe£ls  the  bone,  it  is  termed  Corona 
Veneris.  The  bones  of  the  head  being  thin,  are 
foon  deftroyed  ;  and  it  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  to 
meet  with  perforations  reaching  to  the  brain.  Some- 
times proportions  of  the  fkuU  protuberate  in  various 
Ihapes,  not  unlike  the  fprouts  of  coral. 

When  a  venereal  ulcer  fixes  on  the  membranes  and 
bones  of  the  nofe,  it  is  called  Ozoena.  On  account 
of  the  delicate  texture  of  the  parts,  its  progrefs  is  often 
very  rapid.  I  have  known  the  whole  palate  deftroyed 
in  the  courfe  of  a  week.  The  thin  plates  of  bone  fituated 
within  the  nofe,  foon  become  affected  and  lofe  their  vi- 
tality. The  difcharge  from  thefe  fores  is  extremely 
foetid,  and  conflitutes  one  of  the  moft  loathfome  and  of- 
fenfive  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  If  the  bones 
of  this  part  are  once  affected,  notwithftanding  the  moft 
judicious  treatment,  the  complaint  will  continue  till 
the  difeafed  part  exfoliates,  which  frequently  requires 
a  confiderable  length  of  time.    If  the  difeafe  has  fixed 
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its  feaf  on  thefe  parts,  the  patient  may  indeed  be  thank- 
ful, if  he  efcapes  without  feme  degree  of  deformity, 
I  know  feveral  examples  of  the  nofe  being  entirely 
lofl:,.  either  from  the  fault  of  the  praditioner,  in  not 
keeping  up  the  mercurial  a6lion  for  a  fufficient  length 
of  time,  or  the  relu£tance  of  the  patient  to  fubmit  to 
what  he,  perhaps,  thought  too  rigorous  treatment. 

Various  fymptoms  which  occur  at  advanced  periods 
of  this  difeafe,  till  its  final  termination  in  death,  might 
be  here  detailed.  One  that  I  have  not  unfrequently  met 
with,  is  a  flight  inilamm.ation  of  the  eyes  and  dimneis 
of  fight,  attended,  perhaps,  with  a  venereal  wart,  or 
feme  other  trifling  fymptom,  to  which  the  patient 
pays  no  attention.  The  appearance  of  the  eyes  is  pe^ 
culiar,  and  readily  diftinguifhed  from  other  inflamma- 
tions, by  thofe  who  are  in  habits  of  feeing  this 
compaint,  I  have  alv/ays  known  it  removed  by  m.er- 
cury. — Fiflures  in  the  palms  of  the  hands,  or  about  the 
anus,  and  fwellings  of  the  fame  parts,  which  have  been 
termed  Rhagades  and  Condylomata,  take  place 
at  various  advanced  ftages  of  the  complaint. 

To  enumerate  any  more  fymptoms  would  be  ufelefs 
to  thofe,  for  whofe  perufal  thefe  pages  are  intended.  As 
it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  they  would  permit  the  dif- 
eafe to  proceed  fo  far,  without  afliftance. 

Happily,  indeed,  thefe  and  other  formidable  fymp- 
toms of  the  venereal  difeafe,  as  lofs  of  hair,  teeth,  and 
eyes,  m.entioned  as  common  occurences,  by  the  early 
v/riters  on  this  complaint,  are  now  rarely  m^ct  with, 
but  in  the  wards  of  an  hofpital.     A  knowledge  of  the 
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proper  mode  of  treatment  is  more  generally  diiFufed ; 
the  difeafed  apply  at  an  earlier  period  for  affiftance ; 
and  various  charitable  inftitutions  refcue  the  lower  or- 
ders of  fociety,  from  the  more  fatal  depredations  of  this 
ilreadful  malady. 


OF 


THE   CURE 


OF 


THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


IT  was  a  remark  of  the  late  Mr,  John  Hunter^  that 
'^  Nothing  fhews  more  the  ungrateful  or  unfettled 
^^  mind  of  man,  than  his  treatment  of  mercury ;  for  if 
"  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a  fpecific,  mercury  is  one 
^^  for  the  venereal  difeafe^  Yet  mankind  are  in  pur- 
"  fiiit  of  other  fpecifics  for  this  difeafe,  as  if  fpecifics 
"  were  more  common  than  difeafes." 

Notwithflanding  the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  when 
the  many  unpleafant  eiFe^ls,  both  immediate  and  re* 
tnote,  attending  the  ufe  of  mercury,  are  taken  into 
confideration,  it  is  not  furprifmg  that  fome  more  eafy 
mode  of  cure  ihould  continue  to  be  fought  after. 

That  the  venereal  difeafe  has  been  cured,  and  of 
courfe,  ftill  may  be  cured  by  other  means  than  the  ufe 
of  mercury,  no  impartial  enquirer  can  poflibly  doubt. 
But  whether  any  fuch  means,  at  prefent  known>  are,  up- 
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on  the  whole,  lefs  unpleafant,  or  more  fafe,  is  a  feparate, 
as  well  as  a  more  important  object  of  enquiry,  Dur-. 
ing  many  years  after  the  iirft  appearance  of  tlie  vene- 
real difeafe  in  Europe,  murcury  was  not  known  to  be ' 
a  remedy  for  it.  By  the  moil  early  writers,  who  cer- 
tainly cured  the  difeafe,  it  is  not  even  mentioned. 
And  when  the  virtues,  of  guajacum  were  difcovered, 
■the  cure  feems  no  longer  to  have  been  a  matter  of  dif- 
ficulty. 

The  reputation  of  this  medicine  was  carried  to  the 
higheft  pitch  by  Ulricas  Hutten,j  celebrated  as  a  man 
of  letters,  the  cotemporary  and  opponent  of  Erafmus, 
who  publilhed  the  hiftory  of  his  ovv^n  recovery  from 
a  deplorable  ftate  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  by  the  ufe 
of  guajacum,  which  had  for  years  refilled  repeated 
courfes  of  mercury.  Supported  by  fuch  authority,  this 
drug  immediately  came  into  general  ufe  over  all  Eu- 
rope. But  many  who  employed  it  did  not  comply 
with  that  rigorous  abftinence,  and  ilri^l  confinement  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  for  enfuring  fuccefs.  They  expelled, 
while  living  in  their  ufual  manner,  provided  a  IhiEcient 
quantity  of  the  remedy  was  taken,  that  a  cure  would 
be  performed ,  and  when  difappointed,  inftead  of  ac- 
knowledging themfelves  to  be  in  fault,  they  blamed  the 
medicine.  Guajacum  thus  fell  into  difrepute,  and  re- 
mained neglected,  till  its  ufe  was  revived  by  the  cele^ 
brated  Boerhaave.  That  great  man  well  underftood^  as 
he  had  moft  diligently  inyeftigated,  the  nature  of  the  ve-^ 
nereal  difeafe.  In  the  preface  to  the  Aphrodiiiacus,he 
fays,  <'  I  well  remember  with  what  pleafure  I  iirft  peru- 
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"  fed  the  tra£l  of  Ulrlc  Hutten,  having  at  that  time* 
*'  under  my  care,  a  noble  patient,  who  having  follow- 
"  ed  the  advice  of  the  firft  phyficians,  and  in  vain  tried 
"  all  the  powers  of  mercury,  was  given  over  as  def- 
*'  perate,  and  yet  by  this  mode  of  cure,  was  reftored  to 
"  perfedt  health."  He  mentions  another  cafe  of  a  man 
who  had  loft  a  finger,  and  the  bone  of  one  of  whofe 
legs  was  carious,  alfo  cured  by  guajacum.  He  fays, 
like  wife,  that  during  the  time  the  fweat  poured  forth 
in  the  warm-bath,  tinged  with  the  green  hue  of  the  de- 
codion  of  guajacum,  he  has  feen  the  dry  fcabs  of  the 
ulcers  fall  off,  and  the  healthy  fkin  beneath  appear. 
The  judgment,  the  candour,  and  the  integrity  of  Boer- 
haave,  have  never,  I  believe,  been  called  in  queftion  *. 

*  Pulchre  memlni,  quanto  perfulus  gaudio,  Hutten'ii  II- 
bellum  quondam  perlegerim,  quum  ea  forte  tempeftate  cura- 
tionl  meas  fe  dederet  nobills  aeger,  qui  incaffum  optimorum  me- 
dicorum  confilia  fequutus,  atque  fruftra  hydragyri  vim  exper- 
tus,  pro  defperato  reli(Slus  fuerat,  tamen  re6le  dein  hoc  me- 
thodo  conyaluit. 

*'  Iterum:"  Videre  memlni,  juvenem  penitifTime  adoffa  uf- 
que  infeclum,  hoctraclatum  methodo,  fcil.  guajaco,  tanto  ira- 
petu  ejecifle  iudores,  ut  in  vigors  operationls,  fubviridis  e  gua- 
jaco fudor  elevaret,  fepararetque,  ulcerum  efcharas  vacillantes 
jam,  et  inferne  labefaclas.  Reminifcor  Isetus,  quod  juvenem 
fanaverlm,  jarn  faniiTimum  virum,  et  patremfamllias,  cul  dl- 
verfis  corporis  locis  ofia  tabefa6la  adeo,  ut  in  dlgito  manus  ar- 
ticulus  unus  exciderit,  in  crure  plurima  loca  cariofa  fpe6\a- 
rentur.  Hac  methodo  rite  exculta,  atque  obfervata,  oiHcula 
narium,  fragmenta  palati,  feparata,  csetera  ilncera  relique- 
runt. 

Boerhaave  in  Prefatione  AphrodifiacL—Z-^^i.  Baf,  1728, 
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Tliefe  flriklng  fa<5ls,  as  well  as  infinite  others,  that 
are  to  be  met  with  in  perufingthe  early  writers  on  this 
difeafe,  have  not,  however,  prevented  guajacum  from 
again  relapfing  into  oblivion ;  and  I  fufpe^l  there  is 
not  at  prefent  any  medical  man  in  Europe  who  can, 
from  his  own  experience,  pronounce  whether  guajacum 
will  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  or  not.  The  experiments 
of  Mr.  Hunter,  on  this  fubje6l,  are  wholly  inconclu- 
live  ;  the  adminiftration  of  the  rem.edy  in  none  of  the 
cafes  he  relates,  being  either  conducted  in  that  mode, 
or  accompanied  by  thofe  circumftances,  formerly 
reckoned  indlfpenfible  to  its  performing  a  cure. 

The  patient  was  {lri6lly  confined  during  a  period  of 
at  leaft  fix  weeks  to    a  chamber,  kept  by  means  of 
fires  at  a  temperature  confiderably  warmer  than  that  of 
the    atmofphere  at  all  feafons.     His  folid   food  was 
wholly  confined  to  toafted  bread  and  raifins,  of  which 
the  daily  allowance  never  exceeded  fix  or  at  moil  eight 
ounces,  and  during  one  fortnight  of  the  time,  it  was 
limited  to  four.     His  fole  drink  two  or  three  quarts  of 
ftrong  deco^bion  of  guajacum;  befides  the  occafional 
ufe  of  allot  vapour  bath,  continued  till   the  fweat  ex- 
uded, tinged  with  the  green  colour  of  the  decoction  *. 
During  this  time,  the  patient  becam.e  extremely  ema- 
ciated 3  he  was  never  free  from  the  fenfe  of  hunger  ; 


*  That  this  ilngulav  appearance  takes  place,  I  know  to  be  a 
fait  J  having  mylelf  leen  the  linen  of  a  patient  ftained  of  a 
green  hue,  by  the  exudation  from  his  fkin^  during  a  coiirfe  of 
giiajacum , 


his  hands  looked  withered  5  and  the  veins  of  the  ei:- 
tremlties  appeared  no  longer  to  convey  blood  5  and 
^ven  after  a  cure  vvas  obtained^  it  was  requifite  to  be 
extremely  cautious  in  returning  to  the  ufual  habits  of 
life. 

To  thofe  who  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  zn 
important  irrprovement  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  to 
be  able  to  cure  the  venereal  difea^fe  by  means  of  vege^- 
tablesjl  would  ferioufly  recommend  2  comparifon  of  the 
;difcipline  and  privations  requilite  toenfure  the  efficacy 
of  guajacum,  with  the  reftraints  that  ufually  accom- 
pany a  courfe  of  mercury,  properly  eonducSled. 

Might  I  be  permitted  to  indulge  a  hypothetical  con- 
je£lure  on  this  fubjeil ,  ^r.  would  be  that,  perhaps,  no 
method  of  curing  the  venereal  difeafe^  perfectly  free 
from  difagreeable  concoiiiicaiitSj  will  ever  be  difcovered,. 
The  final  caufe  of  the  exiitence  of  venereal  contagioii 
appears  to  be  the  preven:ion  of  promifcuous  venery^ 
which  again  is  connected  with  the  prefervation  of  the 
human  fpecies ;  fo  that,  although  individuals  do]  not 
periih  from  its  efFettSj  yet  the  chance  of  contracting 
the  difeafe  will  always  continue  not  to  be  a  matter  of 
indifference  *. 

The  fpeed  and  certainty  with  which  mercury  era- 
dicates the  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  every 
ftage  of  its  progrefs,  has  long,  and  defervedly,  con- 
ferred on  it  a  decided  fuperiority  over  every  other  XQ- 

*  T\\tflagellam  Dei  in  fcortatores,  is  £m  old  appellation,  whicl^ 
I  fufpeft,  this  complaint  will  always  continue  to  merit. 
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^edy ;  and,  on  the  j  udkious  u.(e  of  fome  of  Its  prepa- 
rations, every  candid  pra6iitioner  at  prefent  refts  his 
faopes  of  a  cure.  While  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  pro- 
per to  know,  that  in  cafes  wliich  refill:  its  powers, 
there  are  othci  refources  which  may  be  relied  on  with 
confidence. 


ON.  THE  ACTION  OF  MERCURY. 

MLeR-CURY  taken  into  the  body,  in  its  metallic 
or  crude  iiriti:^  produces  no  effevSts,  except  in  fo  far 
as  it  is  a  pcriderous  fluid.  When  ufed  as  a  remedy  for 
dKeafcj  it  is  Miways  exhibited  in  form  of  a  calx^« 
Chemiftiy  teaches  us  that  metals  are  formed  into  calces 
by  com-^ination  with  oxygene,  or  the  principle  of  aci- 
dity, t^-riied  aifo  pure  or  vital  air,  which  enters  in  the 
proportion  of  about  a  fourth  part  into  the  compofition 
of  om  atmofpriere*  This  fpecies  of  gas  is  known  to 
be  a  vsi  y  hSiivc  agent  In  many  procelTes  of  the  ani- 
mal ceciriorayj  it  is  that  part  of  the  air,  which  e&n.-' 
tially  maint^nris  combuftion,  and,  which  taken  into 
the  lungs,  iupports  life  |  it  imparts  the  florid  colour  to 

*  In  the  mercurial  ointment,  it  is  cakined  by  triture,  and 
the  longer  it  is  rubbed,  even  to  the  extent  of  weeks,  the  more 
powerfjily  it  -.cts.  In  the  merciuius  caicinatus,  it  is  united 
with  :  he  oxygcnt  of  the  acmofph^re,  and  ia  otli^r  prepai'ation^ 
with  that  &f  v^i&us  acids. 
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arterial  blood,  and  is,  by  fome,  fuppofed  td  be  the 
principle  of  irritability  itfelf.  With  oxygene,  mer- 
cury eafily  combines,  and  readily  feparates  from  it ; 
or,  in  other  words,  is  eafdy  calcined ;  but  not  retain- 
ing the  oxygene  very  firmly,  is  readily  reftored  to  its 
metallic  form.  This  latter  procefs  is  fuppofed  to  take 
place  in  the  human  body  ;  filver  and  gold  carried  in 
the  pocket  become  difcoloured,  and  frriall  drops  of 
pure  mercury  have  been  obferved  on  the  furface  of  a 
plaflcr,  covering  a  fore  on  thQ  leg  of  a  perfon  ufing 
mercury  internally. 

Hence,  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  concluded,  that  it 
is  the  oxygene,  vi^hich,  by  fome  procefs  in  the  animal 
ceconomy,  is  feparated  from  the  mercurial  preparation, 
and  v^hich  is  known  to  be  a  very  a£i:ive  fubftance,  that 
performs  the  cure,  and  not  the  mercury,  which  is  an 
inert  one.  This  opinion  is  ftrongly  corroborated  by  the 
recently  difcovered  mode  of  curing  the  venereal  difeafe, 
by  nitrous  acid,  by  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  kalr, 
and  other  fubftances,  containing  a  large  proportion  of 
oxygene,  attached  to  a  bafe  from  which  it  is  eafily  fe- 
parated. Thefe  experiments  afford,  indeed,  a  ftrong 
proof  that  it  is  the  oxygene  which  cures  the  difeafe ; 
but  little  elfe  appears  to  have,  as  yet,  been  gained  by 
them.  The  effedls  of  thefe  preparations  on  the  confti- 
tution,  feem  to  be  equally  unpleafant  as  thofe  of  mer- 
cury. 

Admitting  then  this  explanation  of  the  action  of 
mercury,  which,  in  truth,  is  at  prefent  only  an  hypo- 
thefis,  fupported,  indeed,  by  a  confiderable  number 
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of  fa£ls,  and  accounting,  in  a  very  plaufible  manner, 
for  moft  of  the  phenomena  attending  the  cure  of 
the  venereal  difeafe,  but  requiring  ftiil  farther  experi- 
ments  to  afcertain  its  veracity.  There  are  two  ways 
in  which  we  may  fuppofe  the  oxygene  to  produce  its 
effe6ts.  It  may  combine  with  the  venereal  poifon,  and 
neutralize  itj  but  it  is  m.ore  probable,  that  it  a6ls  by 
increafmg  the  irritability  of  the  fyftem  in  'general,  tg 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  enable  it  to  overcome  the  action 
of  the  poifon. 

A  perfon,  during  the  firft  few  days  of  a  mercurial 
courfe,  finds  himfelf  in  better  health  and  fpirits  than 
uiiial;  he  gradually  becomes  more  and  more  irritable,  and 
the  pulfe  quickens,  till  about  the  commencement  of  fa- 
livation,  at  which  time  he  is  highly  fufceptible  of  the 
•  flighteft  ftimulus.  The  conftitution  at  this  period  is 
changed,  fo  as  to  refemble  that  of  a  child,  extremely 
irritable,  and,  in  like  manner,  as  in  infancy,  faliva  flows 
profufely  from  the  mouth.  An  immoderate  difcharge  of 
(aliva  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  fymptom  in  ftates 
of  great  irritability,  or  v/hat  are  commonly  termed 
nervous  habits. 

This  view  of  the  a6lion  of  mercury  fliews  the 
propriety  of  avoiding,  during  its  ufe,  ftimuli  of  every 
kind,  which,  owing  to  the  increafed  aptitude  of  the 
body  to  receive  impreffions,  a^  with  redoubled  force, 
and  at  the  fame  time  oppofe  the  curative  intention  of 
the  remedy.  Contrary  to  general  opinion,  I  am 
convinced,  that  even  opium,  though  frequently  com- 
F 
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bined  with  mercury,  interferes  with  Its  falutary  efFe(^sJ 
Hence,  alfo,  may  be  deduced  the  propriety  of  a  bland 
demulcent  diet.  The  irritability  of  the  inteftines 
being  augmented  along  with  that  of  the  reft  of  the 
fyftem,  the  fame  kind  of  aliment,  which,  during  health, 
is  taken  with  impunity,  will  now  a(5l  as  a  purgative. 
The  fallacy  of  the  common-place  jargon  about 
mercury  being  a  poifon,  and  of  the  great  danger  and 
evil  confequences  attending  its  ufe,  becomes  likewife 
apparent.  No  doubt,  mercury,  if  too  long,  or  im- 
properly adminiftered,  like  every  other  a£live  medicine, 
will  do  mifchief.  I  am  confident,  however,  that  no 
other  article  of  the  Materia  Medica,  capable  of  doing 
as  much  good,  does  as  little  harm  ;  and  that  the  bad 
confequences  occafionally  produced  by  it,  arife  eithef 
from  imprudence  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  or  ig- 
norance on  that  of  the  pradtitioner. 


On  the  Administration  of.  Mercury,  anei 
THE  Cautions  to  be  observed  during^ 
ITS  Use. 

Much  mifchief  has  arlfen  from  the  promifes  of 
quick  and  eafy  cures,  held  out  by  thofe,  who,  to  en- 
hance the  opinion  of  their  own  abilities,  or  humour 
the  prejudices  of  their  patients,  have  made  light  of 
the  treatment  of  venereal  complaints  in  general.  It  is 
of  importance  to  thofe  who  have  contracted  this  dilbr- 
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der  to  be  convinced  that  they  labour  under  a  fe«^ 
rious  difeafe,  which,  if  not  countera6led  by  remedies, 
will  rapidly  increafe ;  and  that  by  fubmitting  to  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  reftraint,  they  can  do  much  to  facilitate 
the  cure,  as  well  as  to  prevent  their  conftitution  from 
being  ultimately  impaired. 

There  are  two  principal  modes  of  condudling  a 
mercurial  courfe  ;  the  alterative,  during  which  the  pa- 
tient goes  abroad,  and  purfues  his  ufual  vocations, 
under  fome  degree  of  reftraint  with  regard  to  diet, 
and  attention  to  avoid  cold ;  or  the  more  rigid  plan  of 
ftri(5l  confinement  to  the  houfe  during  the  whole  time 
of  the  cure. 

Where  circumftances  permit  it  to  be  complied  with, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  mode  under  confine- 
ment is  not  only  the  fhorteft  road  to  health,  but  that 
alfo  by  which  the  conftitution  is  leaft  liable  to  perma- 
nent injury.  When  this  plan  is  adopted,  the  patient  is 
fuppofed  to  confine  himfelf  entirely  to  one  or  two  apart- 
ments, kept  by  means  of  fires,  at  an  equable  tem- 
perature, if  the  weather  be  cold.  Mercury  is  admi« 
niftered  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fpeedily  to  afl:e6t  the 
mouth ;  its  operation  is  regulated  by  the  more  or  lefs 
free  admi.ffion  of  frefli  air,  the  total  exclufion  of  which 
Is  by  no  means  necefiTary,  The  more  fimple  and  free 
from  ftimulating  material  the'  diet  is,  with  due  re- 
gard to  the  ufual  habits  of  the  patient,  the  lefs  it  in- 
terferes with  the  falutary  action  of  the  fpecific.  Fari- 
naceous matter,  as  gruel,  or  decoction  of  farfaparilla, 
with  bread,  forms  a  good  br^kfaft  or  fupper  j  broth 
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or  foupj  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  animal  food,  is 
proper  for  dinner.  The  fmaller  quantity  of  fermented 
liquor  that  is  ufed  the  better  ;  white  wine  is  to  be  pre- 
feredto  any  other*.  Under  a  courfe  of  this  kind,  a 
complete  cure  of  any  primary  fymptom,  or  even  of  a 
flight  degree  of  fore  throat  with  eruptions,  may  be  ef-? 
fedted  in  the  courfe  of  three,  or  at  fartheft  four 
weeks.  When  the  bones  are  afFedted,  a  longer  period 
is  required.  On  the  termination  of  fuch  a  courfe, 
health  and  vigour  return  with  furprlfmg  promptitude. 

The  generality  of  patients,  however,  are  unable  or 
unwilling  to  fubmit  to  fuch  ftri£l  dlfcipline;  it  becomes, 
therefore,  neceffery  to  accommodate  the  mode  of  cure 
to  their  particular  fituations  ;  and,  with  a  due  degree 
of  attention,  to  avoid  thofe  pra(9:ices  which  are  pecu- 
larly  incompatible  with  the  adlion  of  mercury,  mul- 
titudes are  daily  cured  while  following  their  ufual  em- 
ployments. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  during  a  courfe 
of  mercury  the  irritability  of  the  fyflem  is  much  in- 
creafed.  Every  irregularity,  which  tends  to  derange 
the  conftitution  when  in  health,  now  ads  with  aug- 
mented energy.       It  becomes,    therefore,    neceflary 

*  Nowhere  is  this  d-feafe  more  fpeedily  and  effe61:ually 
cured  than  in  the  Lcck  Hofpital  ;  which  I  am  inclined  to  at- 
tribute, in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  fimplicity  of  diet  to 
which  patients  are,  with  great  propriety,  rcftrided  in  that 
tryly  humane  inftitution,  which  offers  prote6llon  to  thofe 
viftims  of  mifery  and  vice,  whom  the  faftidious  delicacy  of 
the  world  refufes  even  to  pity. 
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to  avoid  every  fpecles  of  intemperance;  to  guard 
againft  cold  by  additional  cloathing,  as  a  flannel  waift- 
coat  over  or  under  the  fhirt  j  and  to  be  careful  not  to  be 
expofed  to  the  air  of  the  night,  which  is  peculiarly  in- 
jurious. During  the  ufe  of  mercury,  the  irritability 
of  the  alimentary  canal  becomes  greatly  increaf^d  ;  get- 
ting wet,  or  fitting  with  damp  feet,  will  frequently  in- 
duce violent  griping  and  purging.  Acids  taken  as  a 
part  of  diet,  or  any  thing  that  is  liable  to  four  on  the 
ftomach,  produce  the  fame  effects.  Sallads,  unripe  fruits, 
pies  or  puddings  compofed  of  them,  punch,  beer,  par- 
ticularly if  ftale,  it  becomes  neceffary,  therefore,  to 
abftain  from.  To  obferve  fo  low  a  diet  as  that  recom- 
mended under  confinement,  would  be  improper.  Ani- 
mal food,  with  negus,  or  fpirits  and  water,  may  be  ufed 
in  moderation.  I  have  found  nothing  fo  effectual  in 
preventing  the  derangement  of  the  organs  of  digeftion 
as  the  ufe  of  mucilagenous  aliment.  I  always, 
therefore,  recommend  the  decoction  of  farfaparilla  *  to 
be  taken  durino;  the  whole  courfe  of  the  cure.  If  that 
cannot  be  conveniently  obtained,  a  bafon  of  water- 
gruel,  wath  a  glafs  of  wine  or  brandy,  is  the  befl 
fubftitute.  It  is  alfo  of  importance  to  know  that  a 
fudden  fit  of  griping,  which  frequently  occurs,  may 
be  relieved  by  a  bafon  of  foup,  or  ftill  more  effe6lu- 
ally  by  a  glafs  of  warm  fpirits  and  water,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  ginger,  Thefe  remarks  may  appear  trifling; 
but  the  intention  of  thefe  pages  is  to  acquaint  invalids 

*  See  Appendix. 


With  fuch  trifles  as  thefe,  on  which  their  comfort  and- 
welfare  often  depend. 

It  is  abfolutely  neceflarj  that  a  courfe  of  this  kind 
fhould  terminate  with  a  certain  degree  of  forenefs  of 
the  mouth  and  fpitting.  If  this  increafes  much,  con- 
finement to  the  houfe  becomes  necefTary,  till  the  cure 
be  completed.  There  is  nothing  which  is  more  ge- 
nerally complained  of,  than  the  pain  attending  'a  fore 
mouth,  produced  by  mercury.  It  may  be  fomewhat 
relieved  by  wafhing  with  tepid  water,  port  wine  and 
water,  or  a  weak  folutlon  of  alum  or  white  vitriol.  It 
cannot,  however,  be  altogether  removed ;  -  and  the  pa-* 
tient  muft  learn  to  bear  with  patience  the  evil  which 
is  immediately  conne6led  v/ith  his  recovery.  In  this 
ilate,  nothing  is  eaten  withjnore  pain  than  dry  breadj 
bifcuit  foaked  in  warm  water,  gives  much  lefs  uneafi- 
nefs.  The  fenfation  of  the  palate  often  becomes  fo  de- 
ranged, that  the  patient  lofes  his  relifh  for  things,  that 
in  health,  were  particularly  agreeable  to  him.  I  have 
frequently  known  ^this  occur  with  refpe6l  to  tea.  In 
fuch  cafes,  infufion  6f  balm  is  generally  much  relifh- 
ed,  although,  perhaps,  at  other  times,  unpleafant. 

In  fome  peculiar  conftitutions,  mercury,  after  hav^ 
ing  been  taken  for  a  confiderable  time,  wichout  pro- 
ducing any  effedi:,  v/ill  fuddenly  burll  forth,  If  I  may  ufe 
the  exprellion,  in  a  violent  falivation,  accompanied  with 
painful  ulceration  of  the  tongue  and  fauces.  I  have 
feen  faliva  difcharged  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three 
quarts  a-day,  for  a  fortnight  together,  attended  with 
total   inability   of  fpeaking  or  fwallowlng.      In  fuch 
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{sifQty.  Serious  mifchief  indeed,  as  convulfions,  total 
lofs  of  digeftion,  and  even  infanity,  have  been  the  confe- 
quences  of  making  the  attempt.  The  body  fhould  be 
kept  open  by  gentle  purgatives  ^  the  warm-bath  is  ufeful, 
and  plentiful  dilution  with  barley  water,  in  which  nitre 
is  dillolved.  To  take  fpirits,  wine,  or  any  thing  fti- 
mulating,  is  very  improper,  I  have  feen  two  cafe s, 
where,  in  confequence  of  the  ufe  of  mercury,  the  whok 
cuticle  or;  fcarf-fkin  peeled  off.  In  one  of  thefe,  the 
extremities  continued  long  raw  and  very  painful. 
Thefe  cafes  are  mentioned  to  warn  patients  of  what 
may  fometimes  be  the  inevitable  effects  of  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  even  under  the  moft  proper  management. 

But  the  moft  dreadful  confequences,  are  thofe 
which  refult  from  the  too  long  protra£leQ  ufe  of 
the  fpecific  j  which,  after  a  certain  period  ceafes  to  be 
a  remedy,  and  becomes  a  real  poifon.  The  precife 
time,  when  this  takes  place,  it  is  not  always  eafy  to 
difcover.  When  venereal  fores,  after  healing  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  under  the  ufe  of  mercury,  become  painful, 
and  inftead  of  contraiting,  begin  to  increafe  in  lize^ 
there  is  reafon  to  fufpecSl  that  the  remedy  has  been  too 
long  perfifted  in.  If  the  practitioner  has  taken  up  an 
opinion  that  a  fore,  which  was  once  venereal,  m.uft  al- 
ways continue  fo ;  and  inftead  of  dirninifhing,  aug- 
ments the  quantity  of  mercury,  the  moft  diiaftrous 
confpquen^es  niay  enfue.  From  miftakes  of  this 
kind,  i  have  known  feveral  brought  very  near  the 
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gates  of  death  ;  and  many,  I  am  well  perfuaded^are  con-* 
tinually  falling  victims  to  it.  It  is  frequently  the  refult 
of  relying  on  advertifed  noflrums  for  a  cure.  If  the 
patient  does  not  recover  during  their  ufe,  he  is  urged 
to  perfift,  as  well  as  to  ufe  larger  quantities,  till  the 
mifchief  they  produce  has  gone  too  far  to  be  repaired^ 
Such  cafes  require  milk  diet,  farfaparilla,  opium, 
bark,  and  above  all,  an  immediate  tranfition  into  pure 
country  air.  Owing  to  their  fuccefs  in  fome  remark- 
able inftances  of  this  kind,  certain  vaunted  remedies 
have  acquired  an  unjuft  reputation,  for  curing  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe.  To  difcriminate  with  certainty,  when 
m  fore  ceafes  to  be  venereal,  and  is  increafed  by  the  ac- 
'  tion  of  mercury  is  frequently  very  difficult ;  nor  is  it 
!efs  important  to  the  patient,  that  this  point  ihould  be 
properly  determined. 

Since  mercury  has  been  in  general  ufe,  as  a  remedy 
for  the  venereal  difeafe,  a  great  variety  of  preparations 
of  it  have  been  introduced,  and,  by  turns,  extolled  as 
pofFeffing  peculiar  excellencies.  They  may  all  be 
comprifed  in  three  claffes.  The  metal  is  united  with 
oxygene,  either  by  triture,  by  heat,  or  by  chymical 
combination  with  fome  acid.  To  appreciate  their  re- 
lative virtues,  would,  here,  be  an  ufelefs  attempt.  Every 
one  felects  that  which  experience  has  taught  htm  to 
confide  in,  and  practice  enabled  to  manage  with  dex- 
terity. To  the  patient,  it  is  of  more  importance  to  be 
ii^formed,  that  there  are  two  principal  methods  of  ex- 
hibiting this  remedy,  externally  by  fumigation  or  fric- 
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tlon*,  and  internally,  in  form  of  pills,  drops,  &c. 
The  former  is  attended  with  fatigue,  difgufl,  and  un- 
certainty, and  is  bell  adapted  to  the  mode  of  cure, 
under  confinement.  The  principal  obje6tion  to  the 
■latter,  has  been  that  it  tended  to  diforder  the  organs 
of  digeftion.  By  the  feledbion  of  a  proper  prepara- 
tion and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  patient  to  the 
dietetic  regulations  already  detailed,  I  have,  in  general, 
found  it  practicable  to  adminifter  mercury  internally, 
with  as  little  diilurbance  to  the  faculties  of  digeftion,  as 
when  applied  to  the  external  furface  of  the  body.  When 
taken  into  the  ftomach,  from  which  and  the  intef- 
tines,  abforption  is  much  more  rapid  than  from  the 
furface  of  the  body,  it  a6ts  with  more  certainty, 
and  a  much  fmaller  quantity  is  neceflary  to  be  ufed. 
The  conftitution  is  the  leaft  difturbed  when  the  whole 
of  the  daily  dofe  is  taken  at  bed-time.  As  the  cure 
feems  to  depend  on  the  accumulation  of  the  remedy  to 
a  certain  degree  in  the  fyftem,  its  ufe  ought  to  be 
perfifted  in  with  uniform  regularity.  The  omiiHon 
of  one  or  two  days  may  protrad  the  period  of  a  cure 
for  as  many  weeks. 

*  The  dlfeafe  has  of  late  been  cured  by  applying  fmall 
quantities  of  a  mercurial  ointment  to  the  foles  of  the  feet, 
\5rhich  the  fri^ign;  produced  by  walking,  carries  into  the  fyftem. 
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THE  CLAP*, 


OR 


VIRULENT  GONORRHCEA; 


Princlpiis  obfta,  fero  medicina  paratur. 
Gum  mala  per  longas  invaluere  moras. 


1  T  has  been  doubted  v^^hether  this  local  complaint  be 
produced  by  the  fame  virus  that  is  the  caufe  of  fyphiiisy 
or  whether  it  be  a  feparate  and  diftindt  difeafe.  This 
queftion  appears  to  have  been  fuggefled  by  the  de- 
fcription  given  by  fome  writersj  of  a  difeafe  termed 

*  As  the  conftltiuional  form  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ac- 
(^ulred  its  common  name  from  the  mode  in  which  infe^lion 
was  generally  received,  the  local  complaint  feems  to  have 
derived  its  vulgar  appellation  from  the  place  where  it  was 
mod  commonly  met  with.  In  French,  clapkre,  and  in  old 
Englifli,  claper,  fignifies  a  rabbit  hole,  and  was  formerly  ufed 
to  denominate  thofe  difl:ri6ls  of  great  towns,  where  the  loweft 
orders  of  public  women  were  obliged  to  refide,  and  where^  ©f 
coiu-fe,  this  difeafe  wa§  m^ft  likely  t9  b«  met  with, 
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arfura^  or  the  infirmity  of  brenning,  prior  to -the  m- 
trodu6lion  of  the  venereal  difeafe  into  Europe,  I 
have  myfelf  feen  more  than  one  inftance  of  a  difcharge 
from  the  urethra,  accompanied  w^ith  ccnfiderable 
pain  in  making  water,  v^here  there  could  not  be  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  venereal  iiifedlion.  It  lalled  for  a 
hvf  days,  and  difappeared,  with  no  other  remedy  than 
plentiful  dilution,  and  without  communicating  infec- 
tion. It  feems  now,  however,  generally  agreed^  that 
the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  the  confequence  of  vene- 
real matter  applied  to,  and  irritating  a  fecreting  fur- 
fface.  Thofe  perfons  who  have  a  copious  fecretioii 
between  the  glans  and  prepuce,  are  liable  from  the 
conta6t  of  venereal  matter  to  have  it  increafed  ja 
quantity  and  virulence,  forming  an  external  clap; 
and  the  mucus  lining  the  nofe  and  eyes,  may,  in  like 
manner,  be  rendered  virulent  and  infectious  by  the 
contadt  of  venereal  matter. 

Gonorrhoea  may  appear  at  any  period  from  twenty- 
four  hours,  till  three  weeks  or  more  after  the  time  of 
Infedlion,  Its  earlieft  fymptoms  are  a  flight,  not  difa- 
greeable  itching  at  the  orifice  of  the  urinary  canal, 
accompanied  with  a  kind  of  tranfparent  rednefs  ex- 
tending a  little  over  the  glans.  Thefe  are  fucceeded 
by  a  flight  pain  in  paffing  the  laft  drops  of  urine,  and 
a  difcharge  of  a  little  glairy  £uid;  ftaining  the  linea 
of  a  yellow  or  green  coloun  The  colour  of  theie 
ftains,  and  the  peculiar  appearance  of  the  glans,  an 
idea  of  which  is  bed  com^eyed  by  comparing  it  to 
that  of  a  ripening  cherry,  are  the  only  means  by  whicfj 
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it  is  pofTible,  at  an  early  period,  to  determine  the  na- 
ture of  this  complaint. 

By  the  ufe  of  proper  remedies,  foon  after  its  firft 
appearance,  the  difeafe  may  very  often  be  prevented 
from  making  any  farther  progrefs  If  negle£led,  the 
quantity  of  the  difcharge  rapidly  augments,  and  its  co- 
lour becomes  more  deep,  the  pain  in  pafiing  urine  arifes 
to  an  intolerable  degree  of  acutenefs,  and  the  inclina- 
tion to  Ivoid  it  is  more  frequent  than  in  health.  When 
in  bed,  eredbion,  accompanied  vv^ith  pain,  and  diftor- 
tion  of  the  penis,  often  occurs  and  is  termed  Chordee; 
When  the  difeafe  has  sttained  this  degree  of  vi- 
rulence, attempts  to  check  is  progrefs  are  frequently 
productive  of  bad  confequences.  The  running  itfeif 
having  the  efFe6l  of  unloading  the  inflamed  parts, 
fhould  be  permitted,  for  feme  time,  to  take  its  courfe. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  complaint,  it  is  in 
the  patient's  power  to  do  much  for  his  own  relief. 
Careful  wafhing  will  prevent  infe£lion  ;  ftriCl  cleanli- 
nefs,  temperance,  reft,  and  the  ufe  of  diluent  drinks, 
will  often  alone  perform  a  cure.  On  the  contrary, 
indulgence  in  high  feafoned  food,  ftimulating  liquors, 
and  exerclfe,  befides  aggravating  all  the  fymptoms  already 
detailed,  frequently  produce  difficulty,  or  total  fuppreffion 
of  urine,  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  and  abfcefs  in 
the  feat,  difeafes  highly  dangerous,  and  difficult  to 
fubdue. 

In  its  early  ftages  gonorrhoea  is  to  be  confidered  as  a 
complaint  merely  local,  generally  admitting  of  a  cure 
by  local  remedies.    Whether  it  ever  gives  rife  to  the 
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conflltutlonal  form  of  the  difeafe,  is  a  point  which 
feems  not  yet  perfectly  determined.  After  a  running 
had  continued  for  a  conliderable  time," I  have  feen 
chancres  take  place,  when  there  was  no  fufpicion  of 
any  frefli  infedion  ;  but,  w^hether  thefe  were  the  efte6l 
of  the  matter  difcharged  from  the  urethra  lodging  upon 
the  part,  or  whether  both  the  complaints  were  com- 
municated at  one  time,  and  appeared  at  different  inter- 
vals, I  do  not  pretend  to  decide.  The  doubt,  how- 
ever, ftrongly  inculcates  the  propriety  of  fcrupulous 
attention  to  cleaniinefs  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  difeafe. 

By  local  remedies  are  underftood  principally  injec- 
tions of  fome  fluid,  applied  by  means  of  a  fyringe  to 
the  internal   part  of  the  urethra.     Many  prejudices 
have  exifted  againft  this  clafs  of    remedies.     Some 
founded  on   their  fuppofed  tendency  to  drive  the  dif- 
feafe  into  the  blood.     The  abfurdity  of  this  notion  is 
fufficiently  expofed  by  knowing  that  gonorrhoea  is  a 
difeafe  entirely  confined  to  the  interior  furface  of  the 
urethra.     It  has  alfo  been  imagined,  that  checking  the 
running  by  injections  is  apt  to  produce  fwelled   tef- 
ticle,  or  other  painful  and  difagreeable  fymptoms.  The 
inflammation  attending  gonorrhcs„  has  a  peculiar  ten- 
dency to  tranfiate,  or  fliift  from  one  part  of  the  body 
to  another.  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  fee  a  co- 
pious running  fuddeniy  ilop,  and   painful    fwelling  of 
one  or  both  teflicles,  immediately  fucceed  ;  at  other 
times  the  inflammation  feems  fuddeniy  transferred  to 
the  neck,  or  the  infide  of  the  bladder,  or  even  to  the 
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icidneys.     It  is  well  known,  that  In  confequence  of 
imprudent  expofure  to   cold,  a   running  has  ceafed,, 
and  been  immediately  followed  by  violent  inflamma- 
tion of  the  eyes,  which  has  terminated  in  the  total  lofs 
of  thefe  organs.     As  thefe  tranflations  of  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe  feldom  happen  till  after  it  has   continued 
Tome  time,  they  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  attributed 
to  the  ufe  of  inje^llons,  which  are  generally  ufed  at 
the  com.mencement  of  the  complaint,    and  tend   to 
prevent  its  reaching  a  ftage  when  thefe  fymptoms  are 
moft  to  be  dreaded.     The  mod:  painful  and  tedious 
fwelling  of  both  tefticles  in  alternate  fucceffion,  I  ever 
faw,  took  place  where  the  running  had  been  left   to 
jtfelf  for  fome  weeks,  the  perfon  having  applied  for  no 
sififtance  till  alarmed  by  this  fymptom.     Experience, 
indeed,  has  convinced  me   that    the  beft   and  fafefl 
jxra61:ice  is  to  attempt  the  cure  of  this  complaint  by  in- 
Jedtlons,  provided  they  are  ufed  at  a  fufEciently  early 
period  of  the  difeafe, 

Inje6lions  do  not,  according  to  the  common  opi- 
nion, cure  this  difeafe,  In  confequence  ©f  any  aftrin- 
gent  or  reftri<51:ive  faculty,  which  they  may  be  fuppofed 
to  pofTefs ',  but  rather  as  being  ftlmuli  of  a  peculiar 
kind.  It  Is  an  axiom  of  the  animal  cecono.my,  that 
two  modes  of  a(9:Ion  cannot  go  on  In  a  part  at  the  fame 
time;  If,  then,  by  means  of  injedling  fome  irritating 
fluid  Into  the  urethra,  an  ailion  can  be  produced^ 
and  kept  up,  dliFerent  from  that  arifnig  from  the  fti- 
mulus  of  the  venereal  contagion,  the  difeafed  a6fIon 
may  be  overcome,  and  the  complaint  removed.     It  is 
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on  this  principle  that,  1  believe,  inje^lions  cure  go- 
norrhoea, and  keeping  this  principle  in  view,  will  ex- 
plain moft  of  the  circumftances  neceflary  to  be  at- 
tended to  in  ufing  them. 

It  fhews  the  propriety  of  having  recourfe  to  them 
at  an  early  period,  with  the  intention  of  ftiffling  the 
difeafed  a6tion  before  it  is  confirmed,  as  well  as  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  their  frequent  and  afliduous  repetition. 
When  thefe  points  have  been  carefully  attended  to,  I 
have  known  many  infrances  of  the  complaint  being  (b 
fpeedily  removed,  that  the  patient  could  hardly  be  per- 
fuaded  infe£i:ion  had  ever  taken  place. 

An  eafy  cure  is  often  miffed  by  a  negligent,  or  un- 
fkilful  mode  of  inje6ling.  The  following  directions 
for  applying  them  ought  to  be  carefully  pra6liced. 
The  conical  extremity  of  a  fyringe  containing  the  in- 
je6tion,  fhould  be  cautioufly  introduced  into  the  ure- 
thra, till  it  fills  up  the  pafTage,  and  retained  there, 
by  gently  compreiling  the  glans  upon  it  with  the 
thumb  and  fore-finger  ;  when  this  is  done,  the  pifton 
of  the  fyringe  is  to  be  gradually  prefTed  down  by  the 
fore- finger  of  the  other  hand,  till  the  urethra  feels 
gently  diilended.  The  fyringe  is  now  to  be  with- 
drawn, and  if  the  thumb  and  finger  are  not  removed, 
they  will  comprefs  the  urethra,  and  retain  the  injedled 
fluid,  which  fhould  be  continued  for  aboutlialf  a  minute, 
when  it  may  be  allowed  to  efcape.  This  procefs  fhould 
be  repeated  thrice  la  immediate  fucceflion,  and  the  in- 
jeaionuftd  five  or  Ti^  times  m  the  courfe  of  the 
day. 
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The  bell  rule  to  regulate  the  frequency  of  repeti- 
tioHj  is,  that  the  fmarting  produced  by  the  inje6^ion 
fhould  never  be  permitted  entirely  to  fubfide.     This 
pain,  by  paying  attention  to  his  feelings,  the  patient 
v/ill  be  enabled  to  diftinguifh  from  that  occafioued  by 
the  difeafe,  and   when,  he  perceives  it   to  abate,  re- 
courfe  fhould  be  immediately  had  to  a  repetition  of  the 
remedy.  Thefubfequent  pain  fliould  be  moderate  :  more 
advantage  is  derived  from  repeating  injedtion  frequently, 
than  from  ufmg  it  fo  flrong  as  to  give  much  uneafmefs. 
The   urine  ought  to  be   evacuated  immediately  be- 
fore injecting,  and  any  inclination  to  make  water  fooii 
afterwards  fhould  be  fupprefied.     During  the  whole 
of  the  complaint,  indeed,  the   pain  in  making  water 
will  be  diminifhed,  if  the  bladder  is  allowed  to  fill 
before  it  is  evacuated.  The  ufe  of  the  injedion  fliould 
be  continued,  gradually  diminifliing  its  ftrength,  for 
fome  time  after  the  complaint  has  totally  ceafed. — How- 
ever minute  and  frivolous  thefe   inftru6lions  may  ap- 
pear, I  am  convinced  the  patient  will  find  advantage 
in  flri£lly  attending  to  them. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  it  is  only  during  ' 
the  firft  ftage  of  the  complaint,  that  immediate  and 
certain  good  effeCxs  can  be  expelled  from  the  ufe  of 
injections.  During  its  farther  progrefs,  a  variety  of 
diftreffing  circumftances  occafionally  take  place.  The 
beft  precautions  againft  them  are  reft,  temperance, 
the  ufe  of  diluting  liquors,  and  keeping  the  body 
open,  not,  however,  by  faline  purgatives  ;  walking  is 
kfs  prejudicial  than  riding.  During  the  inflammatory 
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fege  of  gonorrhoea,  bloody  urine,  is  often  the  confe- 
^uence  of  travelling  a  fhort  way  in  a  coach. 

No  fymptom  is  more  diftreffing  than  the  ARDoR 
?trRiN^,  orfenfation  of  heat,  and  pain,  during  the  paf- 
:fage  of  the  ytrhxe.  It  is  produced  by  the  falts -contained 
in  that  fecretion,  irritating  the  in~  .tnal  membrane  of 
the  urethra,  depriyed  of  its  natural  mucous  covering, 
and  rendered  more  fufceptible  of  impreffions  by  being 
inflamed.  Much  of  the  faline  impregnation  of  the  urine 
jconfifts  of  common  fait,  and  it  is  rendered  eonfiderably 
milder  by  abftaining  from  that  article  of  diet.  Plen^ 
tiful  dilution  with  fnnple  water,  tea,  folution  of  gum 
Arabic,  cappillaire  and  water,  or  almond  emulfion  are 
,of  ufe  ;  but  infufion  of  linfecd  *  gives  the  moft  decided 
relief.  This  mucila2;e  feems  to  reach  the  bladder  with- 
cut  being  decompofed;  and  drinking  plentifully  of  it, 
feldom  fails  to  afluage  pain,  and  irritation  in  making 
water.  The  paffage  of  urine  is  occafionally  prevented 
hy  fpafmodic  flri^lure  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
which  may  often  be  relieved  by  immerfing  the  penis  in 
warm  milk  and  water, 

'  PAINFUL  ERECTIONS  are  prevented  by  lying 
cool,  avoiding  ftimulating  food,  and  bathing  the  pri- 
vate parts  in  tepid  water.  No  attempt  ihould  be, 
made  to  prevent  them,  by  faftening  the  penis  down,  as 
it  may  be  produiSlive  of  very  bad  confequences.  Oc- 
cafionally, during  the  violence  of  the  orgafm,  a  few 
drops  of  blood  are  discharged ;  at  which  there  is  no 
occafion  to  be  alarmed,  as  it  is  generally  followed  by 

*  See  Appendix, 
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confiderable  relief.  This  effort  of  nature  points  out 
the  propriety  of  bleeding  with  leeches  along  the  courfe  of . 
the  urethra  when  this  fymptom  is  particularly  trouble- 
fome.  A  proper  dofe  of  opium,  combined  with  fome 
antifpafmodic,  taken  at  bed-time,  feldom  fails  to  afluage 
its  violence.  It  is  often  produced  by  the  irritation  of 
cloths  hardened  by  the  difcharge.  This  fhould  be 
guarded  againft  by  cleanlinefs  ;  whatever  is  employed 
to  abforb  the  matter  {hould  be  foft,  as  tow,  or  lint,  an4 
frequently  renewed, 

SWELLED  TESTICLE  is  another  painful  fymp- 
tom frequently  attending  this  difeafe,  and  is  ufually  ac- 
companied with  a  cefTation  of  the  difcharge.  It  is  not 
necelTary  in  this  cafe  to  inculcate  the  propriety  of  reft, 
as  the  pain  is  generally  fo  acute  as  to  prevent  the  poffi- 
bility  of  ufmg  exercife.  On  the  firft  fenfation  of  pain 
in  the  tefticle,  the  common  fufpenfary  trufs  fhould  be 
immediately  put  on  3  or  fome  adequate  contrivance 
made  ufe  of  to  fupport  the  parts.  Certain  conftitu« 
tions  are  peculiarly  liable  to  this  complaint.  I  am  ac^ 
quainted  with  fome  individuals  in  whom  it  is  the  cer- 
tain confequence  of  gonorrhoea,  and  others  in  whom 
it  never  occurs.  It  is  beft  obviated  by  the  ufe  of  the  bag 
trufs,which  I,  therefore,  generally  recommend  to  be  worn 
from  the  com-mencement  of  the  complaint.  This  contri- 
vance is  alfo  very  ufeful  n  regaining  any  dreffings  that 
may  be  necelTary  to  appl  /  to  the  pa.  •-,  Low  diet,  blood 
taken  from  th'^  fyftem,  as  well  as  from  the  part,  by  the 
repeated  application  of  leeches,  purgatives,  and  other 
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remedies,  not  neceflary  to  detail  here,  are  often  re- 
quired to  remove  this  painful  difeafe.  Notwithftand- 
ing  every  attention,  it  will  frequently  continue  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time.  Even  after  it  is  cured  a 
degree  of  hardnefs  will  remain  in  fome  part  of  the 
tefticle  for  months,  which  in  time,  however,  will  gra- 
dually melt  away. 

It  is  difficult  to  lay  down  general  rules  for  the  regu- 
lation of  diet  during  the  continuance  of  gonorrhoea, 
as  different  conftitutions  require  very  different  m.odes 
of  treatment.  In  the  weak,  and  irritable,  inflamma- 
tion is  mofl  apt  tofpread,  and  mofl:  difficult  to  manage. 
In  fuch  habits  the  difeafe  quickly  extends  along  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  urethra,  and  affefls  the  neck,  or 
even  the  internal  furface  of  the  bladder,  occafioning  the 
difcharge  of  bloody  urine  ;  and  often  accompanied  with 
fo  much  pain  in  the  back,  as  to  render  an  upright  pof- 
ture  extremely  uneafy.  Abfllnence  and  evacuations 
frequently  aggravate  all  thefe  fymptoms,  vi'hile  they  are 
moft  efFeiStually  prevented  by  a  m.oderate  ufe  of  folid 
food  and  wine,  and  cured  by  the  judicious  employ- 
ment of  Peruvian  bark,  opium,  and  tonics. 

In  the  ftrong  and  robufl:,  inflammation  is  fubdued 
with  lefs  difficulty.  General  evacuations,  by  bleeding 
and  purging,  joined  with  abflinence  and  reft,  are  of 
immediate  fervice.  Experience  alone  can  determine 
the  various  fliades  of  conftitution  requiring  particular 
modifications  of  thefe  different  kinds  of  treatment. 

Of  the  more  remote  confequences  of  gonorrhoea, 
•ne  of  the  mpft  troublefome  and  difHcuIt  to  remove  is 
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the  urethra,  generally  unacGompanied  with  pain,  and 
leaving  a  flight  ftain  on  the  linen.  By  fome,  the  cri- 
terion of  this  complaint  is  confidered  to  be  the  ceflation 
of  the  running  to  be  infedious.  This,  however,  is 
fallacious,  although  the  patient  is  often  very  anxious  to 
have  the  point  determined.  As  long  as  a  running  con- 
tinues it  is  always  to  be  fufpe6ted  of  being  contagious^ 
and  nothing  fhouid  be  neglected  to  remove  it.  Some- 
times it  is  the  confequence  of  the  parts  having  ac- 
quired a  habit  of  fecreting  more  than  they  do  in 
health,  when  aftringent  injevStions  are  found  to  be  of 
uk ;  at  others,  the  running  feems  to  proceed  from  a 
particular  fpot  in  the  urethra,  where  a  flight  pain  is 
felt  when  the  urine  pafl^es  over  it^  and  which  may  alfo 
be  diftinguifned  by  prefling  with  the  finger,  externally, 
along  the  courfe  of  that  canal.  This  difeafe  has  much 
analogy  to  an  old  fore  on  the  furface  of  the  body.  Lo- 
jcal  prefiure  feems-  the  befl:  remedy  for  both  j  which, 
to  the  infide  of  the  urethra,  is  applied  by  means  of  a 
bougie  occafionally  fmeared  with  fome  fuitable  mate- 
rial, I  have  known  many  inftances  of  this  kind  of 
gleet  being  removed  by  fea  bathing, 

STRICTURE  in  the  urethra  is  frequently  the 
efFeft  of  gonorrhoea.-  It  is  caufed  by  a  thickening  of 
the  membranes  forming  that  canal,  at  fome  particular 
part,  by  which  the  area  ©f  the  paflage  is  diminiftied. 
It  generally  caufes  an  alteration  in  the  difcharge  of 
urine  -,  the  ftream  is  diminiihed  in  flze,  or  fcatters-. 
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br  Is  forked,  or  twiftedj  when  It  IfTues  from  the  penis. 
A  flight  pricking  pain  is  of  often  felt,  and  a  thicken- 
ing, or  knot  is  perceived  on  applying  the  finger  exter- 
nally. It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  four  or  five  of  thefc 
in  the  courfe  of  the  urethra.  A  ftridure  is  often  ac- 
companied with  a  gleet,  which  in  that  cafe  is  gene- 
rally not  infecStious. 

The»removal  of  a  -  fl:rI6^ure  depends  entirely  on  the 
life  of  the  bougie*  5  and,  as  its  fuccefs  depends  on  con- 
ftant  and  fedulous  application,  the  patient  fliould 
learn  to  introduce  it  himfelf  After  choofing  one  of 
fuch  a  fize,  as  previous  trials  have  taught,  will  pafs  the 
narrower  part  of  the  canal.  It  is  to  be  fmeared  with 
oil,  and  carried  gently  along  the  pafTage  with  one 
hand,  while  the  penis  is  drawn  up  on  it  by  the  other, 
till  it  reaches  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  A  gentle  and" 
fieady  preffure  is  to  be  continued  till  it  pafles  the 
flri£lure  ;  in  that  fituation,  It  muft  be  retained  as  long 
as  the  feelings  of  the  patient  will  permit.  In  intro- 
ducing the  bougie,  preffure  fliould  be  made  rather 
againft  the  under  furface  of  the  urethra.  Small  aper- 
tures, termed  lacunae,  are  fituated  on  the  upper  part, 
into  which  the  extremity  of  the  inftrument  is  apt  to 
hitch,  frequently  giving  rife  to  miftakes  with  refpe6l  to 
the  exiflence  of  obil:ru61:ions. 

A  bougie  may  be  ufed  whenever  a  perfon   has  an 

*  A  bougie  Is  a  {lender  tapering  cylinders  made  of  plaf- 
ter,  fpread  on  linen,  and  rolled  up,  or  preferably  of  cat-gut, 
orelaftic  gum,  of  various  fizes,  capable  of  being  introduced 
into  tbe  urethra. 
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opportunity  of  remaining  for  feme  time  in  the  (zm€ 
pofture.  Some  I  have  known  walk  about  with  them  j 
a  pra6lice  by  no  means  to  be  recommended,  A  very 
proper  time  to  apply  a  bougie,  is  an  hour  or  two  be- 
fore the  ufual  time  of  rifing  in  the  morning  ;  after  in- 
troducing it,  the  patient  may  go  to  fleep  again.  In  that 
cafe,  however,  it  is  neceffary  to  ufe  proper  precautions 
by  faftening  it  to  the  penis  with  a  ligature,  to  prevent 
the  inftrument  from  working  out,  or  from  flipping  into 
the  bladder,  an  accident  that  has  happened,  the  badcon- 
fequences  of  which  may  eafily  be  conceived.  Thefize 
of  the  bougies  is  to  be  increafed  in  proportion  to  the 
progrefs  that  is  made  in  removing  the  ftri6lure.  And 
the  ufe  of  them  fliould  be  continued  for  fome  time  after 
it  is  quite  gone,  in  order  to  prevent  the  danger  of  a 
return  of  the  difeafe. 

During  the  exigence  of  a  ftri6lure  In  the  urethra, 
intemperance  is  dangerous.  Hard  drinking  will 
fometimes  occalion  a  total  obftrudlion  of  urine, 
Thofe  who  have  experienced  an  attack  of  this  kind 
ihould  never  be  without  bougies  of  various  fizes  about 
them.  No  means  fhould  be  negledled  to  get  rid  of  a 
llri6lure  at  an  early  period ;  continuance  renders  it 
worfe ;  even  after  being  apparently  cured,  it  w^ill  of- 
ten recur  on  the  approach  of  old  age,  laying  the  foun- 
dation of  difeafes  of  the  proftate  gland,  and  fuppref- 
fion  of  urine,  thus  accelerating,  if  not  immediately, 
caufmg  death. 

Fortunately  for  thofe  affli(3:ed,  even  with  the  worft 
cafes  of  this  complaint,  a  radical  cure  may  often  be 
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obtained  from  the  application  of  cauftic.  In  a  peculi^ 
manner,  not  necefTary  to  be  explained.  For  this  im- 
portant difcovery  the  world  is  much  indebted  to  Mr, 
John  Huncer ;  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Home,  for  fimplifying, 
improving,  and  extending  the  utility  of  the  practice. 

The  cure  of  gonorrhoea  in  the  female  fex  is  to  be 
conducted  on  the  fame  principles  that  are  applicable  to 
the  male.  V/omen,  upon  the  whole,  fulFer  much  lefs 
from  the  difeafe.  From  many  circumftances,  which 
are  fufficientiy  obvious,  it  is  neither  fo  eafy  to  know 
when  it  exifts  in  them,  nor  when  it  is  cured,  as  in 
men ;  fo  that  it  may  be,  and  often  is  communicated, 
without  the  party  herfelf  being  confcious  that  fhe  is  in- 
feaed. 

In  detailing  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea,  I  have 
not  mentioned  mercury,  becaufe  I  do  not  believe  that, 
in  what  is  properly  termed  this  complaint,  It  is  ever 
necefTary,  It  may  occafionally  be  given  as  a  purga- 
tive, but  as  fuch  pofTefTes  no  peculiar  merit. — Thofe 
who  labour  under  this  difeafe  ought  to  be  aware,  that 
medicine  Is  in  poffeflion  of  nothing,  which  with  refpeft 
to  it,  can  be  termed  a  fpecific.  And  that  the  delicate 
and  complicated  fl:ru(Sture  of  the  parts,  which  are  the 
feat  of  the  diforder  in  the  male  fex,  often  render  its 
treatment  a  matter  of  difficuty  to  themoft  experienced 
practitioner,  as  well  as  tend  to  protradl  its  duration 
for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  . 
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O  F 


LVIAGINARY  VENEREAL  COMPLAINTS, 


JVl  ANY  people,  if  they  have  once  had  the  mIf-» 
fortune  to  contra6l  the  venereal  difeafe,  take  it  into 
their  heads  that  they  are  never  cured.  Every  pimple, 
achcj  or  difcoloration  of  the  fkin  that  occurs  at  any  afr 
ter  period,  however  diftant,  they  apprehend  to  be  fome 
relid  of  the  diforder.  Thus  rendering  their  ovi^n  exift- 
ence  wretched,  and  teazing  thofe  whom  they  confult, 
by  vague  and  unmeaning  queries,  to  which  it  is  im- 
polTible  to  give  fatisfadlory  anfwers.  The  truth,  I 
believe  to  be,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  never  does  lurk 
long  in  the  conditution,  without  giving  rife  to  fome 
decided,  and  unequivocal  fymptpms ;  and  the  only 
wife  and  prudent  condu(51:,  a  man  who  has  any  fuf- 
picions  about  his  fituation  can  purfue,  is  to  do  nothing 
till  fuch  appearances  take  place  as  put  the  matter  be- 
yond a  doubt.  The  interval  neceflary  to  clear  up  this 
queftion  will  not  make  any  important  diiFerence  in  the 
time  neceflary  to  effeiSl  a  cure  5  and  it  is  much  better 
to  wait  a  little,  than  to  incur  the  certain  evil  attend- 
ing a  courfe  of  mercury,  with  a  view  to  remove  a  dif« 
cafe  that  perhaps  does  not  exiii. 
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Rawnefs,  forenefs,  and  fmall  ulcerations  along  the 
edges  of  the  tongue,  not  unfrequently  occur,  which 
are  apt  to  be  miftaken  for  venereal  fymptoms; 
they  are  ofcen  the  confequence  of  a  mercurial  courfe 
protra61:ed  by  the  patient's  irregularities.  Thefe  ap- 
pearances are  generally  exafperated  by  mercurials;  and, 
as  well  as  that  enlarge.nent  of  the  tongue,  which  fome- 
times  will  continue  long  after  a  fevere  falivation,  are 
alleviated,  and  generally  cured  by  the  repeated  applica- 
tion of  leeches  to  the  part  affe£l:ed. 

I  have  feen  feveral  inftances  of  a  difeafe  brought 
from  India,  that  has  many  features  In  common  with 
the  venereal ;  fuch  as  painful  fwellings  of  the  bones, 
enlargement  of  the  joints,  cutaneous  eruptions,  and 
even  total  abforption  of  fome  of  the  fmaller  bones  of 
the  extremities.  In  this  complaint,  I  have  known  a 
mercurial  courfe  carried  to  the  utmoft  extent  the  con- 
ftitution  could  bear,  without  producing  any  benefit,  but 
rather  indeed  the  contrary.  From  perfifting,  during  a 
length  of  time,  in  the  ufe  of  a  decocStion  of  guajacum, 
or  of  mezereon,  fome  advantage  has  been  derived ;  but 
as  far  as  I  know,  neither  the  nature,  nor  the  cure  of 
the  difeafe  in  queftlon,  is  yet  underflood. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  perfons  who  con- 
ceive they  labour  under  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  will 
detail  a  variety  of  fymptoms,  with  an  accuracy  fuffi- 
cient  to  impofe  on  an  unguarded  mind,  without,  in 
fa6t,  ever  having  contra6ted  it  at  all.  This  is  a  men- 
tal hallucination,  or  erroneous  judgment,  the  cure  of 
which  muft  be  attempted  by  fometimes  humouring  the 
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patient's  fancy,  as  in  other  partial  infanities.  If  it  be 
found  impoflible  to  convince  him,  that  he  is  not  af- 
fected with  the  complaint,  it  often  becomes  necef- 
fary,  with  a  view  to  remove  the  mental  impreflion, 
to  enter  upon  a  courfe  of  mercury ;  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  which,  the  patient  is  to  be  encouraged 
with  the  hopes  of  a  cure,  which  is  to  be  declared  com- 
plete on  the  appearance  of  a  flight  falivation* 
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OF  IMPOTENCEo 


IN  EXT  to  thofe  wants  which  are  immediately  con- 
ne6led   with  the   prefervation  of   the  individual,  the 
moft  powerful  appetite  nature  has  implanted  in  ani- 
mals, is  that  which  is  fubfervient  to  the  propagation 
of  the  fpecies.     On  the  ability  to  perform  this  myfte- 
rious  and  important  fun6lion  with  due  propriety,  men 
in   general  pride  themfelves  much.     Any  confciouf- 
nefs,  or  even  fufpicion  of  deficiency,  on  the  contrary^ 
afFeiSls    the  mind  in  a   very  peculiar  manner.     And 
again,  the  influence  of  the  mind,  in  confequence  of 
too  much  attention  to  the  fubje61:,  conne6ling  itfelf 
with  an  operation  that  Is  purely  involuntary,  and  ought 
to  be  the  effeS:  of  external  excitement  alone,  tends 
much  to  aggravate  the   difeafe.     If  the  patient  ima- 
gines, that  any  acfts  of  imprudence  on  his  own  part, 
have  been  inftrumental  in  laying  the  foundation  of  his 
malady,  he  is  apt  to  be  flirongly  affecSled  by  remorfe, 
that  oftener  terminates  in  fulclde  than  is,  perhaps,  ge- 
nerally fufpe6ted  *.     Nature  thus  avenging  the  vio- 
lation of  her  primary  law,  by  rendering  that  exigence 

*  Dr.  Darwin  relates  feveral  cafes  of  men,  who  became 
fuicides  at  an  early  period  of  life,  and  afligiied  impotence  as 
the  caufe  of  their  defpair.'— Z(?o//o;«/t?,  ^i^ol,  zd. 
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irkfome  to  the  individual,  which  he  has  rendered  him- 
felf  incapable  of  tranfmitting  to  another. 

Impotence  is  fometimes  the  confequence  of  parti- 
cular fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  A  fwelled 
tefticle  may  terminate  in  fchirrus,  and  prevent  the 
fecretion  of  femen.  Inflances  are  alio  recorded  of 
thefe  glands  after  having  been  enlarged,  gradually 
wafting  avi^ay  till  no  veftige  of  them  remained.  There 
is  alfo  a  v^^ell  authenticated  cafe,  where,  in  confequence 
of  fuppuration  having  taken  place  in  both  tefticles,  the 
femen  in  coitu,  inftead  of  pafling  along  the  urethra,  was 
difcharged  by  apertures  in  the  fcrotum.  Here,  indeed^ 
neither  inclination  nor  power  was  deficient,  but  the  pur- 
pofe  was  totally  fruftrated.  Such  cafes  are,  indeed,  to 
be  lamented,  they  cannot  be  cured.  I  am  acquainted, 
however,  with  an  inftance,  where,  in  confequence  of 
a  great  deal  of  difeafe,  more  than  an  inch  of  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  urethra  was  entirely  obliterated. 
After  recovery,  no  defe£l  of  defire,  or  of  ability  was 
experienced  ;  the  perfon  having  fmce  begot  children. 

Temporary  impotence  is  fometimes  produced  by  a 
long  protracted  gleet,  which  in  general  difappears  with 
the  difeafe.  Often,  it  is  the  confequence  of  intempe- 
rate indulgence  in  the  ufe  cf  fp^rituous  liquors,  at  an 
early  period  of  life.  In  fuch  caies,  fea-bathing  has 
the  moft  falutary  effeds. 

When  this  difeafe  is  the  confequence  of  other 
caufes,  which  have  already  been  hinted  at,  infinite 
mifchlef  is  done  by  thofe  diabolical  publications,  which, 
to  the  fhame  of  decency,  are  daily  obtruded  on  the 
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attention  of  youth,  through  the  medium  of  the  pub- 
lic papers.  To  enhance  the  merit  of  their  noftrums, 
and  extort  money  from  their  unhappy  vidims,  their 
authors  never  fail  to  aggravate  the  horror,  and  de- 
spondence, which  are  leading  features  cf  this  com- 
plaint. The  only  remedy,  and  one  that  feldom  fails, 
is  a  prudent  return  to  the  paths  of  nature,  which 
have,  I  believe  often  ignorantly,  been  fv^erved  from. 


§2 


OF  PREVENTION*. 

JlLVER  fince  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  in  Europe,  men,  defirous  to  pluck  the  rofe  of 
pleafure,  without  fear  of  being  wounded  by  its  thorns, 
have  made  various  efForts  to  counteract  the  infectious 
nature  of  this  complaint.  Thefe  have  all  fucceffively 
funk  into  oblivion,  and  their  temporary  reputation 
feems  to  have  depended  more  on  their  concealment, 
than  their  efficacy.  This  purpofe  has  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  efFeCted  principally  in  two  ways.  By  fome 
previous  applications  that  may  prevent  the  contaCl  of 
the  irife6i:ious  matter,  or  fomewhat  which  may  com- 
bine with,  and  neutralize,  or  wa(h  off  the  poifon,  after 
it  has  been  applied. 

To  the  former  may  be  referred  various  greafy  ap?- 
plications,  and  means  ftill  more  mechanical,  the  inde- 

*  In  the  year  1779,  Mr.  De  Home  publlfhed,  by  order  of 
the  French  government,  a  work,  in  which  he  appreciates  the 
relative  merit  of  all  the  various  modes  of  curing,  or  preventing 
the  venereal  difeafe  then  known.  Of  the  part  concerning  pro- 
phylaxies, in  which  he  inveiligates,  by  chemical  analyfis,  the 
compofition,  and  confiders  the  efFefls  of  the  various  articles 
offered  to  the  public  for  that  purpofe,  this  chapter  is  a  fliortj 
but  not  inaccurate  abftra(5l. 
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iicacy  of  \vhich  muft  always  oppofe  their  general  em- 
ployment. 

The  latter  comprehends  all  the  variety  of  wafiies 
which,  under  various  denominations,  and  accompanied 
with  ftrong  afTertlons  of  their  abfolute  infallibility, 
are  daily  offered  to  the  public  attention.  By  a  va- 
riety of  experiments  it  has  been  proved,  that  the  in- 
fectious properties  of  venereal  matter,  are  not  to  be 
deftroyed,  by  combination  with  any  thing,  that  can 
with  fafety,  be  applied  to  the  human  body.  A  know- 
ledge of  this  faft,  at  once  does  away  all  dependence  on 
mercurial  applications. 

The  venereal  polfon  is  always  conveyed,  mingled 
with  animal  mucus,  Cauftic  alkali  converts  this  mu- 
cus into  foap,  in  which  ftate  it  may  eafily  be  wafhed 
from  any  part  to  which  it  adheres,  by  affufion  of  water. 
And  this  alkali,  or  foap  lees,  varioufly  difgulfed, 
forms  the  bafe  of  the  moft  eiEcacious  wafhes,  or  pre- 
ventives, as  they  are  term.ed,  offered  to  the  public. 
The  ufe  of  them  is  not,  however,  unattended  with 
danger,  if  not  diluted  with  the  due  proportion  of  wa- 
ter :  and  if  too  weak,  they  are  ineiHcacious.  A  nicety 
to  which,  thofe  who  have  occafion  to  apply  them,  are 
not  always  in  a  condition  to  attend.  Every  fuch  pur- 
pofe  is  anfwered  as  effe<Slually,  and  with  much  more 
fafety  by  the  careful  ufe  of  a  folution  of  common,  or, 
preferably,  of  foft  foap,  which  combines  equally  well 
with  the  mucous  matter,  »nd  is  waihed  off  with  more 
hc'dity. 


It  IS  only  in  peculiar  cafes,  however,  that  fuccefs  can 
be  expected  from  any  thing  of  this  kind.  Where 
infection  is  received  by  fome  little  fifTure  in  the  cu- 
ticle, as  already  explained,  which,  I  believe,  in  a  plu- 
rahty  of  inftances  to  be  the  fa6t,  nothing  can  be  re- 
lied on  but  the  cauftic.  But  from  the  mifchief  that  I 
have  feen  produced,  by  the  improper  ufe  of  this  agent, 
I  do  not  think  it  prudent  in  any  man,  to  truft  the 
application  of  it  to  his  own  hands. 


END» 


appendix; 


POULTICE. 

^OAK  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the  loft  part' of  bread  in 
boiling  water  tor  a  few  minutes,  and  gently  |)refs  off  the- fu- 
perfluous  fluid.  Then  beat  it  to  a  pulp,  and  add  as  much  linfeed 
Hieal  as  will  render  the  whole  fomewhat  tenacious.  It  may 
be  Ipread  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch  on  linen 
cloth,  and  ^plied  warm  twice  a  day. — If  made  with  cold 
water,  with  the  addition  of  a  little  vinegar  of  lead,  it  forms  a 
good  repellant  application. 


DECOCTION  OF  SARSAPARILLA. 

DIVIDE  a  pound  of  farfaparilla  into  fix  equal  parts.  To 
one  of  thefe  aJd^wo  quarts  of  warm  water.  After  ftanding 
fome  hours,  take  the  farfaparilla  out,  bruize  it,  and  after  re- 
turning it  to  the  fame  water,  boil  the  whole  gently,  till  onlr 
one-half  remains.  It  may  be  fweetened  by  adding  a  little  fliced 
liquorice  root  about  ten  minutes  before  the  deco«5tion  is  finifhed, 
or  by  the  addition  of  brown  fugar  at  the  time  of  uling  it.  It 
ihould  always  be  ufed  within  two  days  after  it  is  prepared,  as  it 
is  apt  to  be  fpoiled  by  fermentation . 


INFUSION  OF  LINSEED. 

TO  a  table  fpoonful  of  linfeed,  add  a  quart  of  boiling  wa- 
ter, and  let  it  remain  fometime  by  the  fire  in  a  covered  velTel. 
It  may  be  fweetened  by  the  addition  of  liquorice  root,  or  of 
fogar. 
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